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INTRODUCTION

Sir John Benner Lawes was experimenting before 1g43, but the Rothamsted
Experimental station dates its fou;dation froir this year because he then started hislong and fruitful collaboration with J. H. Gilbert and laid down the classical wheat
experiment on Broadbalk fierd. Lawes died in 1900 and Gilbert in 1901: thev were
succeeded as directors bv A. D. H€[ Omz-!2), e. l. nusseirli9irjir, w.'-d. b;(1943_s8). F. C. Bawden (les8-72) anJ L. i.i,a.r-(r'df"i'
- For_long the Station was financed-wholly by I awes, at first directly and after 1gg9from the fund off100000 with which he endbwid the Lar"es elricuttuiut t ust. In 1906Mr,J. F..Mason paid for a bacreriological laborarory to bJbuilt, and in 1907 ihe
:rordsmlths Company provided an endowmenr of!10000. The first public moneycame
l1]?t1ll9* h. D.evelopment Commission. and since then gou..nm.nt grants have
Deen maoe annua yl now the work is largely financed by annual granis from theAgricultural and Food Research Council. -

- The_experimental fields at firsr amounted to only about 20 ha, which were workedfrom rhe Rorhamsted Home Farm, but in 1913 thi; farm oi fOO il" was rented by the
S,-tationand,the first farm blildings were put up on rhe site of the present range. lni 934
the Manor House. Home Farm. the site of the laboratories and'various orhir pans ofthe esrare, were bought by the Lawes Agriculrural rrust foi i3jo00. raised intrretvrrom voruntary subscriptions. since then some additional land and other houses havl
been acqurred. and in 1965 Scout Farm was bought. bringing the total area to more than
330 ha, ofwhich about halfare suitabre for fierd-experiminti. tn t9i2 tn. Muno, ioui"
was opened as a hostel for visitors and members of staff.

" ^l::.r.r:[*",.k 
,j Crawleyl\,till Farm.. Woburn. was started by the Royal Agriculrural

Soclety ot England in 1876. Lawes and Gilben were consulted about tt. e*i"ri*ent,fromthe,stan. and^ some. experiments done on the heavy i-Jut Urrp.n'd.n *..aouptlcated rhere. Afrer the Royal Agricultural Society withdrew its iupport from
YgIII rrr. tr2J the experiments ihere.iere supervised f-rn iloi-n".".0. iria in tgZO,wrth the transter of the rease to the Lawes Agricultural rrust Commitiee, woburn
SjTlT:13] lllion formalty becamea part of-Rorhamsteo. rn aJaition iopt"iaGI
varuabte contrast ot soil type, the land at Woburn allows experiments witi crops n-ot
easily grown at Harpenden.

. There is 
-still 

need to do experiments at many other places, however, for different as

llS:-ryS farms. are. they are far from repreienting all the malor types of soils andclrmates rn lJntarn. Research is arso done at rwo praces in Suffork-. Br6om's Barn Faim
tLlll1Higly.^Bury St Edmunds. was acquired in r959 byihe Lawes Agriculturat
_r 

rusr Lommtttee. An Expenmental Station was established there in l96l , tjcontinue
:l^..,1.:11r:l Tl?,:ugar_ 

beet manuring and diseases previousty done mainly ar a fietd.ll,lon,l, lJ.ulholme: lr was paid for. as in the work of rhe Station. by the Ministry ofAgnculture's sugar Beet Research and Education Fund. In 1964 RotLamsted becime
responsible for the crop-rotation experiments started in 1g99 by the East Suffolk
County Council at Saxmundham.

. Although a rarge of probrems was studied before 1900. the work was mostrv
cnemrcal. and only tew workers were engaged. With increasing numbers of staff in thl
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early 1900s, the activities also widened and Deparlments of Botany, Soil Microbiology
and Physics separated from the original Chemistry Department before 1914. and soon
after the end of the First World War new Departments of Entomology' Plant
Pathology, Insecticides and Fungicides, and Statistics were slarted.

The Station's activities then expanded little until after the Second World War when
most deDartments increased in sizl, and new ones were created for Bees (which merged
with Eritomology in 1912\. Pedology, Biochemistry, Nematology and Com-puring.

Rothamsted als6-became the Headquarters ofthe Soil Survey for England and Wales in
19,16. Molecular Structures was added in 1973. and the Chemistry and Pedology

Departments were amalgamated to form the Soils and Plant Nulrition Department in
lgTi . The Station's research was reorganized in 1983 when the scientific departments

were grouped into five larger Divisions. As part of these changes, the Botany,
Compiter'and Physics D;partments were dissolved, and a Physiology and

Enviionmental Physics Depanment and a Computing Unit were formed.

The Commonweahh Bureau of Soils' one of the ten bureaux that act as clearing

centres for information on agricultural science, has been housed here since its

establishment in 1929.

Members of staff and visiting workers with appropriate qualifications can undertake

..r"ai"t iiaaing to a higher delree, usually undii th'e provisions of the Public Research

Institutes' regisiration scheme of London University
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