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TIIE LAWES AGRICULTURAL TRUST

In 1889, John Bcnnct I-awes set up thc Lawcs Agricultural Trust, with the main
purposc of ensuring that the work hc and Joseph Hcnry Gilbert had been doing at
itothamstcd would continue. He did not, howevcr, limit it to the continuation of such

work but gave it wider terms of refcrencc: 'scientific investigation and cxperiments in
connection with agriculture embracing all or any subjects connected with or bcaring upon
agriculture, animil and vegptable physiology, mcteorology, bolany and chemistry and

tic objecs of such investigation and experimetrts may be from time to time cxteuded or
varied as the Committce shall dctermine'. He restricted the Trust from using is rc-

sources for educational work; thcy should be 'confined exclusively to original investi-
gation and research with the view of advancing the science of agriculture'.

Hc cndowed thc Trust with flm 000, part of thc proceeds of thc sale somc ycars

carlier of his fertiliscr business. He also leascd to tle Trust for a 'peppercorn rent' about
20 ha of land on which the most important exPeriments were being donc, and allowed
thc Trust to rcnt much of the remaiDder of the 6tate at an economic rent. (Ihe whole

6tatc was bought by the Trust in 1934.)

Hc appointed thrce men as trustees (Sir John Lubbock, William Wells and John Evans)

aod thJ dced laid down that nev trusEcs to replace any of the three should be aPpointcd

by thc Royal Society.

Lawcs also decided that the Trust should havc a Committee of Management to bc

callcd the Lawcs Agdcultural Trust Conmittee, to consist of nine pcrsons, and tbat four
rhould be appointcd by the Royal Society, two by the Royal Agricultural Socicty of
England, oni by the Linnean Society and one by the Chemical Societyt. The ninth person

wai to be Lawes himsclf, and after his dcath, the owncr of the Rothamstcd Manor Housc.

Aftcr the Trust bought thc Manor Housc, the Director of the Station, who had actcd ar
Honorary S€crelary 16 16s 1rus1 Comrnittee, becamc the ninth member. Mcmbers of thc
Trust Committce are appointed for 5 ycars but are eligible for rc-aPpointmeDt. Thc
Committee acts as the governing body of Rothamsted Experimental Station and normally
mcets three times a year.

The names of the trustecs and members of the Committee are given opposite, and

against the name of the member of the Committee is an indicatioD of th€ body re'
sponsible for his appointment.

. Froo 1980 Thc Roysl Socicty of Chroisty.
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TRUSTIES

TIIS GRACE TIIE DT'KB OF NORTIIUMBERITND, K.G., G.CV.O., P.C., T.D., F.R.S.

THE RIGHT HONOIJRABLE TIIE LORD DE RAMSEY, ICB.E, T.D., D.L

SIR WILLIAM HENDERSON, F.R.S.

LAWES AGRICULTI,JRAL TRUST COMil/IITTEE

THE RIGIIT HONOURABLE TIIE LORD DE RAMSBY, K.B.E, T.D., D.L (ChrinnslI

PROFESSOR T. W. GOODWIN, C.B.E", F.RS.!

PROFESSOR J. L. IIARLEY, C.B.E, F.R.S.!

DR R. W. J. KEAY, C.B.E., F.L.S.!

TIIE RIGI{T HONOT'RABLE THE EARL OF SBLBORNE'

DR A. SPINKS. C.B.E., F.R.S.r

DR L. E" SUffON F.R.S. CfEalurcda

PROFESSOR B. A. THRUSTI, F.R.S.l

Ds L FOWDEN, F.R.S. (SccGtary)

! Thc Royd Socaty
I Tbc Royd Agi;ultural Socicty of EoshDd
. Thc LjDE! Socilty
. Thc R.oy8l Sociaty of Ch€@isrry.
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