This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

Thank you for using eradoc, a platform to publish electronic copies of the Rothamsted
Documents. Your requested document has been scanned from original documents. If you find
this document is not readible, or you suspect there are some problems, please let us know and
we will correct that.

Rothamsted Experimental
Station Report for 1979 Part -
5 ;

ROTHAMSTED S
RESEARCH

Full Table of Content

Use of Fertilisers in England and Wales, 1979

B. M. Church

B. M. Church (1980) Use of Fertilisers in England and Wales, 1979 ; Rothamsted Experimental
Station Report For 1979 Part 2, pp 105 - 110 - DOI: https://doi.org/10.23637/ERADOC-1-34292

https://doi.org/10.23637/ERADOC-1-18 pp1


http://www.era.rothamsted.ac.uk/eradoc/
http://www.era.rothamsted.ac.uk/eradoc/book/18
http://www.era.rothamsted.ac.uk/eradoc/book/18
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

Use of Fertilisers in England and Wales, 1979
B. M. CHURCH

During 1979 the series of annual surveys, done by staff of the ADAS Regional Soil
Scientists in collaboration with representatives of the Fertiliser Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion and Rothamsted, was continued (Church & Lewis, 1977). This report summarises
the main results based on a representative sample of 1340 farms in England and Wales.

Estimates of average fertiliser use on individual crops and of the proportions of crop
area getting different amounts of nutrients in 1979 are given in Tables 3-6, and Table 7
gives information on fertiliser practice on grassland classified by the number of years
for which it had been seeded down.

Over the last 2 years there has been little change in use of P and K per ha crops and
grass but use of N per ha has increased by about a tenth on the area under tillage crops
and on grassland. All this increase has been in the form of ‘straight’ N fertiliser (Table 1).

TABLE 1

Fertiliser use on tillage crops and grassland (kg ha™1) 1977-79

Tillage crops Grassland All crops and grass
r 25 L r o == r %
1977 1978 1979 1977 1978 1979 1977 1978 1979
N straight 48 54 67 78 75 80 63 65 76
compound 52 51 46 42 48 47 48 49 45
total 100 105 113 120 123 127 111 114 121
P20s 49 51 49 26 28 27 37 39 38
K:0 56 56 53 23 25 27 39 41 40
TABLE 2
Fertiliser use on winter wheat and spring barley (kg ha=Y) 1976-79
Winter wheat Spring barley
r A BT, | r e T—
1976 1977 1978 1979 1976 1977 1978 1979

N straight 85 9% 106 117 17 22 21 26

compound 17 19 19 18 61 60 62 62

total 102 115 125 135 78 82 83 88

P205 42 40 44 46 38 36 38 37

K:0 33 33 37 38 38 37 39 39

On tillage crops, use of straight N was up by 409, since 1977, but rather less N was
applied in compounds in 1979. Much of the increase in use of straight N was due to an
increase in the proportion of the cereal area which was winter sown from about 449/
in 1977 to almost 609 in 1979. Use of N per ha on winter cereals also continued to
increase and, for winter wheat, averaged 135 kg ha-! in 1979 of which 117 kg ha-1 was
straight N (Table 2).
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