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Use of Fertilisers in rrrgland end Wales, ilIIg
B. M. CHURCII

During 1979 thc serics of annual surveys, done by staff of thc ADAS Rcgional Soil
qcicntisr in collaboration with rcprcsentatives of the Fertiliser Manof""turcri, Associa-
tion and Rothamstcd, was continued (Church & I*wis, 1977). This report summariscs
thc main resulrs bascd on a representative sampre of lrio r"nir. i" eogtand and wales"

Estimates of-averagc fertiliser use on individual crops and of tni prdportions of crol
alea gltting diferent amounts of nutricnts iD t979 arj given in Tabl'es j_6, and Table i
fl:.: *tnf..Trl!g1 on fertiliser practice on grasstand ciissificd by the number of years
tor whlch lt had been seeded down.

Over the last 2 years there has been jittle change in use of p and K per ha crops and
gra-ss but use ofN per ha has increased by about a tenth on the area unaer tlltagd crops
and on grasland. All this increase has be€n in the form of'straighr N fertrtiser (iauii-it

TABI.E 1

Ferliliser use on tillage oops and grasstand (kg hrt) l97Z_79
Tillage crops Grasslaod A:t d

1977 1978 1919 1977 1978 1979
N ltraisht ,18 54 q7 78 j5 80 63com-pound 52 5l .15 4, ,n i; .a
- lotrl lm r05 t !g 1i ti i7 lll!_ro-r 4e sl lg -% 'fr '-i 

37Ktoi656$ri*i3e

TABLE 2
Fertiliser use on wintet wheat and spring bartey (kg hs-t) 1976_79

Witrtcr wheat

1976 1977 1978 1979
...---_.--j-

1976 1977 lg78 t97s'
N st aiSht 85 95 106 117 t7 22 )t 26com.pound l7 19 19 18 ei 6 Zz Aloral to2 |s 125 t3l ie 6i ii salreo 42 { !1 k is li ;i 37&o 33 33 37 3s i8 li it 3e

_9,1 S"e" crops, use. of. straiCh- I I! *g tp by {% airc* 1977, but rather less N wasapp[ed r, compounds in 1979- Much of the increase itr use of straight N was duc to an
iucryry in $e proportion of the cereal area which *as *irt".-roi, t o^ atoit Ca%,.y tlll a ahost 60f in. 1979. Use of N per ta 

"n 
*lnte, ceieas Aso continuea'iJ

lncrease ano' ror wrnter wheat, averagcd r35 kg ha-r in lgTg of which l 17 kg ha-r wasstraight N (Iable 2).

Rsrnnrce*ffi ,',i"'!'*#:h*#'fl *yixr-,H.Trmffr#H#jr:i.#,$i:rororDatioD

1978 1979

65 7649 45ll4 t2l39 384t 40

Spdng barley

All crops and grass
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