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INTRODUCTION

Sir Jobn Bennet I-awes rvas experimenting before 1843, but the Rothamsted Experi-
mental Station dates its foundation from this year because he tien started his longiand
fruitful collaboration with J. H. Gilb€rt and laid down the classical wheat experi-ment
on Broadbalk field. Lawes died in 1900 and Gilbert in 1901: they were succeeded as
directors by A. D. Halt (1902-12\, E. J. Russetl (tgt243), W. c. Ogg (194!58),
F. C. Bawden (1958J2) and L. Fowden (1973- ).

For long the Station was fnanced wholly by Lawes, at frst directly and after lggg
from the fund of f,100 000 with which he endowed the I-awes Agriculturat Trust. In
1906 Mr. J. F. Mason paid for a bacteriological laboratory to be built, and in 1907 the
Goldsmiths' Company provided an endowment of f,10 000. The frst public money came
in l91l from the Development Commission, and since then govemment granti have
been m,ade annually; now the work is largely financed by annual grants from the Agri-
cultural Research Council.

The experimental fields at fust amounted to only about 20 ha, which were worked
from the Rothamsted Home Farm, but in l9l3 this farm of 100 ha was rented by the
Station and tle first farm buildings were put up on the site of the present range. In'1934
the Manor House, Home Farm, tle site of the laboratories and various other parts of
the estate, were bought by the Lawes Agdcultural Trust for f,35 000, raised entirely from
voluntary subscriptions. Since then some additional land and other houses havl been
acquired, and in 1965 Scout Farm was bought, bringing the total area to more than
330 ha, of which about half are suitable for fleld experiments. In 1952 the Manor House
was opened as a hostel for visitors and members of staff.

_ Researc-h work at Crawley Mill Farm, Woburn, was started by the Royal Agricultural
Society of England in 1876. Lawes and Gilbert were consulted about ihe "[".i."rt,from_ the start,-and some experiments done on the heavy land at Harpenden wire dupli_
cated there. After the Royal Agdcultural Society withdrew its support from Woburn in
l92l the experiments there were supervised from Rothamsted, ind io t926, with the
transfer of the lease to tle Lawes Agricultural Trust Committee, Woburn Experimental
Station formally became a part of Rothamsted. In addition to providing i valuable
contrast of soil type, the land at Wobum allows experiments with cropi not easity
groBn at Harpenden.

There is still need to do experiments at many other places, however, for diferent as
these two farms are, they arc far from representing all the major types of soils and
climates in Britain. Research is also done at two places in Suflol[. Br;;m's Bam Farm
(73 ha) at Higham, Bury St. Edmunds, was acquired in 1959 by the Lawes Agricultural
Trust Committee. An Experimental Station was established theri in 1961, to co;dnue the
research into sugar-beet manuring and diseases previously done mainty at a field station
at_Dunholme. It was paid for, as is the work of the Station, by the 

-Ministry 
of Agd_

culture's Sugar-beet Research and Education Fund. In 1964 R;thamsted bjcame ies-
ponsible for_ttre crop-rotation experiments started in 1899 by the East Suffolk County
Council at Saxmundham.

Although a range of problems was studied before 1900, the work \vas mostly chemicat,
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and only few workers were engaged. With incrcasing numbers o-f stafl in the early I 900s'

ifr" 
""tliiti"r 

also widened uoa i"pu.t-"ot" of Botany, Soil Microbiology and Physics

r"p-"t"d iro- the original Chemistry DePartment before l9-1.a, and soon after the

""'J.iG eir.t world frar new Departments of Entomology, Plant Pathology, Insecti-

"ia"t ""a 
rr.gi"iaes, atrd Statistics *ere started. Except for additional posts for- work

on bees and o-n viruses and virus diseases, the station's activities then expanded lttle
until the Second World War when most departments increased in size' New ones were

"rJJ f". Becs (l9zl4) which merged with Entomology in 1972-' Pedology (1945)'

Biochemistry (194D, N;matology (1947), Computer (1968) and^ Molecular Structures

flsz:t. ro 1646 Rotiiamsted aho Lecame.the headquarters ofthe Soil Survey of England

andWales.TheCommonwealthBureauofSoils,oneofthetenbureauxthatactas

"f,u.iog 
a"ot."t for information on agricultural science, has been housed here since

It" 
"r-t"'Ufirt-"ot 

in 1929. Members 6f staff and visiting workers with appropriate

qrufin*tio* can undertake research leading to a ligher degree, usually under the

ii""l-rio.r .f tn" public Research Institutes' rigistration scheme of London University'

The Ubrary

Until 1913, when Sir Henry Gilbert's books were gven to th9 Station by his widow' the

iiUrarv co"sistea ahost entirely of Sir John Lawes's collectioa. It then grew rapidly in

.i* 
",ia 

.*p", "rtil 
in l9l7 if contained 10 000 volumes and now has about 75 000

,"r.-".. rt"ltirt includes about 3500 agiculturat books published between 1471 and

I 8u10, of which I 3 are incunabula ; 6000 serial publications-over 2000 of them current ;

iOO f'fSS. from the 13th century onwards, in addition to the Lawes and Gilbert papers;

"iiri :oO."pr; 
".d 

nearly l00it prints oflivestock, mainly ofthe lSth and l9th centuries.

The following catalogues have been published: of serial publications (1954)' of early

"cfi;; U-6f. 1reiO, second eclition 1940, supplement 1949), of livestock prints

(1958), and of current serials (197O.

The Library exists for the staff of the Station, but any visitor may apply to.ttre Librarian

to ,ra" it. ft operates a Xerox copy service, and copies of items in the Library can be-

;;r;ltJ (.t 
"'-oJout" 

chargp) io other libraries and individuals for the Purpose of
p.ir'ate .toay. eppucations foicopies should be made to the Librarian'
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