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TIIE LAWES AGRICULTURAL TRUST

In 1889, John Bennet Lawes set uP the Lawes Agricultural- Trust, with the main

potpor"'of ensuring that the work he and Joseph Henry Gilb€rt had been doing at
'nothu.rt"d would-continue. He did not, however, limit it to the continuation of such

*oi[ Uui gur" it wider terms of reference: 'scientific investigadon and experiments in

connection-with agriculture embracing alJ or any subjec6 contrected with or bearing uPon

"*i.ritr.., 
animi"l, vegetabte, physiJlogy' meteorology, botany and chemistry, and the

oEie"t, of iu"n investilation miy-be from time to time extended or varied as the com-

-iit* rn"lf i.t ..io"i He restricted the Trust from using its resources for educational

wo.h trrev snoura be .confined exclusively to original investigation and rcsearch with the

view of advancing the science of agriculture'.

He endowed the Trust with f.loo m0, part of the proceeds of thc sale some years

earliir of his fertiliser business. He also leased to the Trust for a 'peppercom rent',about

iO f,u oifuna on which the most important experiments were being done, and allowed

the Trust to rent much of the remainder of the estate at an economic rent. (The whole

estate was bought by the Trust in 1934.)

He appointed three men as trustees (Sir John Lubbock, William Wells and John Evans)

and the deed laid dolvn that new trustees to replace any of the tkee should be appointed

by the Royal Society.

LawesalsodecidedthatttreTrustshouldhaveaCommitteeofManagement,tobe
cattea G fawes egdcultural Trust Committee, to consist of nine persons, and that four

in.rio Llppoi.tJa by the Royal Society, two by the Royal Agricultural Society of
LneIa"O, oniiy the Linnean Soiiety and one by the Chemical Society' The ninth person

*uito U" Lu*"i timself, and aft€r his death, the owner ofthe Rothamsted Manor Hous€'

,lilr tn" .I-tt Uought ihe Manor House, the Director of the Station, who had acted as

Honorary Secretarylo the Trust Committee, became the ninth, member' Members of the

Trust Committe€ ire appointed for five )'ears but are eligible for re-appointment'

The Lawes Agicultural Trust Committee acts as the governing body of Rothamsted

Experimental Stition. It normally meets four times a year, twice at Rothamsted, once at

W,iUo- oi Stoorn's Barn, and once in London. The names of the trustees and members

of iL" Co..itt " 
are given opposite, and against the name of the member of the

Committe€ is an indication of the body responsible for his appointment'
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