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Use of Fertilisers in England and Wales' 1975

B. M. CHURCH

The series of annual suweys of fertiliser use in England and wales based on a representa-

tiu. 
"oootty-nnia" 

tample of farms (Church & Webber, l97l)-was continued in 1975 when

f is0- i;;,r"t" surviyed. As in previous years (Church, 1975), this work was done by

epls soit scientists and representatives oi the Fertiliser Manufacturers Association in

collaboration with the Statistics Department, Rothamsted.--'it" 
iSzj ."rultt show that the recent increase in use of N on grassland, at ,'bout7lt%

p"i v"*, ["t *"tinued (Iable 1). Less P and K were used in 1975 and the reduced use
'oi tf,"re'not.iert. when costs, pirticularly for P, increased severely was helped by the

iotrfio"tioo of more .low PK; fertilisers. Resulting changes in nutrient ratios since 1973,

p"rtl*f".fy N:PzOs on grassland, have been quite dramatic-and draw attention to the

i""A fo, 
"a"qout" 

ivideice on long term needs for P and K fertiliser under different

grassland management regimes (Table 2).

TABLE 1

Fertiliser use on tillage,leys ord permanent grass, l97l-75 (kg ha-r)

TillagE LrYs P.G'
,--^ .--- .-:-

N PrOs KzO N PrOs KzO N PzOr K:O
lg7t 90 54 59 98 38 25 51 28 l5
teii ii se 62 tr8 3e 28 !q ?, !Iistl is n a 04 42 31 59 24 l5
isiZ ss st s1 132 36 29 67 22 ltiti; ai 41 52 136 33 27 72 le 15

N PzOs KrO
78 4t 39
84 42 39
u41 38
89 38 31
93 34 33

TABLE 2

Fettiliser nulrient rutios on tillagz, leys and permotent grass

Tillagp ItYs P.G'
/_____^__ __r

N PrOs KzO PsOt KrO PzOs K'2O

l97l l: 0 60 0 55
1973 l: 0'60 0'61
1975 1: 0'54 0'@

0.39 0.2n0.34 0.25o.24 0.20

0.55 0.29
0.41 0.25
0.26 0-21

Estimates of average fertiliser use in 1975 and of the proportions of crop area getting

aifrereot amourt. oi nutrients are given for individual crops in Tables 3-6 on the

following pages.
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