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Use of Fertilisers in England and Wales, 1975
B. M. CHURCH

The series of annual surveys of fertiliser use in England and Wales based on a representa-
tive country-wide sample of farms (Church & Webber, 1971) was continued in 1975 when
1290 farms were surveyed. As in previous years (Church, 1975), this work was done by
ADAS soil scientists and representatives of the Fertiliser Manufacturers Association in
collaboration with the Statistics Department, Rothamsted.

The 1975 results show that the recent increase in use of N on grassland, at about 4%
per year, has continued (Table 1). Less P and K were used in 1975 and the reduced use
of these nutrients when costs, particularly for P, increased severely was helped by the
introduction of more ‘low PK’ fertilisers. Resulting changes in nutrient ratios since 1973,
particularly N:P20s on grassland, have been quite dramatic and draw attention to the
need for adequate evidence on long term needs for P and K fertiliser under different
grassland management regimes (Table 2).

TABLE 1
Fertiliser use on tillage, leys and permanent grass, 1971-75 (kg ha-Y)
Tillage Leys PG. All crops & grass
"N P20s KzO‘ "N P20s Ksz "N P:05 K20 ) "N P20s5 KaO‘
1971 90 54 59 98 38 25 51 28 15 78 41 39
1972 91 56 62 118 39 28 58 25 15 84 42 39
1973 89 54 60 124 42 31 59 24 15 84 41 38
1974 85 51 57 132 36 29 67 22 15 89 38 37
1975 87 47 52 136 33 21 72 19 15 93 34 33
TABLE 2
Fertiliser nutrient ratios on tillage, leys and permanent grass
Tillage Leys P.G.
F—__A ] ' A N f_‘_&__‘v

N P:0s K:0 P:05 K20 P:0s K20

1971 1: 0-60 0-65 0-39 0-26 0-55 0-29

1973 1: 0-60 0-67 0-34 0-25 0-41 0-25

1975 1: 0-54 0-60 0-24 0-20 0-26 0-21

Estimates of average fertiliser use in 1975 and of the proportions of crop area getting
different amounts of nutrients are given for individual crops in Tables 3-6 on the
following pages.
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