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Use of Fertilisers in England and Wales, 1974
B. M. CHURCH

Since 1941, information about the use of fertilisers on individual crops has been obtained
from a series of sample surveys done by Soil Scientists of the Agricultural Development
and Advisory Service (formerly NAAS) in collaboration with the Statistics Department
at Rothamsted and, since 195 » Tepresentatives of the Fertiliser Manufacturers Associa-
tion have made a major contribution to this work. A fully representative sample of about
600 farms has been surveyed each year since 1969 (Church & Webber, 1971) and in 1974,
with the lapse of independent data from subsidy statistics, the sample was increased
to 1400 farms.

The information is used mainly to forecast requirements by following trends in use,
as a guide in advisory work and in planning relevant experiments, and for national farm
accounts. Summaries of the results are reported to the ADAS Soil Scientists’ Soil
Analysis and Fertiliser Committee and individual reports are available on request to the
Regional Administration Division of the Ministry of Agriculture, Basic summary tables
for 1974 are on the following pages. Table 2 gives estimates of the average use of fertilisers
on individual crops in England and Wales and Tables 3-5 the proportions of crop area
getting different total amounts of N, P and K fertiliser.

The main change in recent years has been an increase of about 7-5% per year in the
use of N on grassland. Use of P and K, and of N on tillage crops, has changed little since
1969, but rather less P was used on all crops (particularly grassland) in 1974, (See Table 1.)

TABLE 1
Fertiliser use on tillage, leys and permanent grass, 1969-74
(kg/ha)
Tillage Leys P.G. All crops & grass
r A r A*ﬁ r A r %
N P:iOs K:O N POs KeO ' N PO KO N P05 K:0
1969 82 52 60 92 45 31 48 28 18 72 42 40
1970 88 56 61 106 42 31 51 24 18 78 41 40
1971 90 54 59 98 38 25 51 28 15 78 41 39
1972 91 56 62 118 39 28 58 25 15 84 42 39
1973 89 54 60 124 42 31 59 24 15 84 41 38
1974 8 51 57 132 36 29 6 2 15 89 38 37
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