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INTRODUCTION

Sir John Bennct Lawes was experimenting before 1843, but the Rothamsted Experi-

;;t"lTt"til ;"t* its foundation from tiis year bccause he then started his long and

aoitfrf Ji"Uor"tion with J. H. Gilbert and laid down the classical wheat exPeriment

"i"s-"Jbdk 
fi.ia. Lawes died in 1900 and Gilbert in l90l : they were succeeded as

;."t-il;yt t. Hall (1902-12), E. J. Russell (1912-43)' w' G' oslg 0943-58)'
F. C. Bawdln (95&-72) and L. Fowden (197! )'

For long the Station was financed wholly by IaYe!, at fiIst dircctly-and-aftcr 1889

f.o.-tn"TooJ of !100 000 with which he endowed the Lawes Agncultural Trust. In
ifr M;. r. i. r"ru*o paid for a bacteriological laboratory to be built, and in 1907 thc

6"far.itUy Company provided an endowment of f,10 000' The first public moncy carnc

ir-iSil fro- th" Development Commission, and since then goYemmcDt grants have

Lii ii"a" 
"""r"ui; 

oor" th" work is largely financtd by annual grants from the Agri-

cultural Resealch Council.

The experimcntal fields at first amounted to only about ]0 -hl,- 
which were worked

fr"r tn" 
-nrtl"-tt"a 

Home Farm, but ia 1913 this farm of l-m ha was rcnted by thc

Siatl* *a tl" n rt farm building werc put up on the site of the pr€sent rangp. In 1934-

G U"ooi Hoot", Homc Farm,ihe site-of the laboratories and various other parts of
il" *t"t",-*i* u""ot by the Lawes Agricultural rrusl for f,35 000, raised entirely from

,J*t .y ,rto"ripti-ons. SAce then some additional land and other houses have been

;"il: and in i965 Scout Farm was bought, bringing the total ares to morE than

116 t 
", 

Li "u"n 
about half arc suitable for field experiments. In 1952 the Manor

ftou.e ** opeo"d as a hostel for visitors and members of staf'

Rcscarch work at Crawley Mill Farm, Wobum, was staned by the Royal Agricultural

s*iiiy-"i-s"gl*d in 1g76. Lawes and Gilbert were consulted about th€ experimrnts

i..- ti" .t"tti-A some expriments done on the heavy land at Harpenden y9ry d"pl-

""t"a 
tn"t". an.. tt" noyai egricultural Society withdrew its support from Woburn in

lqii n"iip"ti-"ott there wJre supervised fr6m Rothamsted, aod in 1926' with the

t -rfo.it[" f""." to the Lawes Afocdtural Trust Committe€, Woburn Experimcntal

St"tio" for-aty became a part oiRothamsted. In addition to p.roviding a v.atuatle

contrast of soii type, the lind at Wobum allows experiments with crops not easuy

grown at Harpendeo'

Therc is still need to do experiments at many other places, however' for differtnt as

tn."-i"o f".-t are, they urc fat fro- representing alt the, major tyPes of,soils and

"fir"t". 
i" Ht"i.. Moti th- any other 

"rop, 
tugar beet has been studied at other

id i. *"tn and east England in work financcd irom the Sugar Beet Res€arch and

Eii ,f"r'frrd' ior *ni"[ the Lawes Trust Committee has becone incrcasingly

r*i"*iUf". From the 1930s the manuring of sugar beet was studied from Rothamsted'

;i;'C;;;";d;j it 1947 work oi diseuies, which was done mainlv from thc

;;;;h" Fi"G Station, Lincoln, until 1961, when it was transferred to Broom's Barn

E-p"ti-";t"l St"ttoo, ffign".' n,i.y St. Edmunds, Suffotk, where, with new laboratorics

;e--glaJsiluses, ani z5 na-of hnd' atl problems ot sugsr-bcct growing are aow
27
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studied. In 1964, Rothamstcd became responsible for the croprotation €xperiments
started in 1899 by the East Sutrolk County 

-Coucil 
at Saxmundham.

Although a range of problems was 
-studied 

before I 900, the work was mostly chemical,
Pj $J,_f:- y-kers. were engaged. With increasing numbers of staff in th. ,irfi f SOG,
the acuvrfies arso widened and DeDartments of Botany, soil Microbiorory and-physicsr"ppqt+ tg- 9f originat Chemistry Department Lfore t9t4, and ioon attei the
end of the First World War new Departments of Entomology, pla;t pathology, Insec;_
cide-s and Fungicides, and Statistics-were started. Except r# aoationa po.tl'ioi *oii
on bees and on virus€xr and virus diseases, the Station"s activities then ixpanded Iittre
until the Second 'World War when most departments increased in size. New oo"a *"r"ffeated for Beeg (19,+4) which merged_ with Entomology in f SZZ, pedotogl, (i%r,
}iT-hJTrs!ry (_1247), Nematotogy (lr4D Computer, (196$ and Molecular Stni"to.".
(1973). In 19,16 Rothamsted also became the-heidquarters oi the Solt Survey of fngttJ
and Wales. The Commonwealth Bureau of Soils, one of tle ten buread that a;;
clearing centres for information on agriculturar science, has been housed here sinceits cstablishment in 1929. Memben- of stafl atrd visiting workers with 

"ppropri"i"ry{fi.9utiop _e" register as internal students of Londoi University for tlil d;;;
M.Phil. and Ph.D.

Ile Ubrery

U.ntil 1913, when Sir Henry Gilbcrt s_books werc given to the Station by his widow, thc
lilly,conssred atmost e^ntirety of Sir John lawL's collection. It thd g!"* ;;idiy in
srze and scopc, urtir in l9r7 it contained r0 000 volumes and now hai atoui zs-ooo
volumes. Its stock includes about 3500 agricultural books published between l47l and
!$a o-f-wlich 13 are incunabula; 6ooo _scriat pubricationiver 2000 of them currenq
100 MSS. from the 13th ceDtury onwards, in aidition to the lawes and Cilbert pad;
about.300 maps; and nearly 1000 prints of livestock, mainly of the lgth and'tgth
ceDturies.

The. following,catalogues have Sn .pubrished : of seriar pubrications (1954), of early
agncr. tural books (1926, second.edition 19,(), supplemeni 1949), of livest;k p;6
(1958), and of current serials (t974).

The Library exists for the stafl of the Station, but any visitor may apply to the Ubrarian
to use it. -It operates a Xerox copy service, and copies of itemi in ih; Ubra.y catr be
supplied (at a moderate chfig€) to other libraries ind individuals fo. th" pu;p;; ;iprivate study. Applications for copies should be made to the Librariatr.
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