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PREFACE
The Rothamsted Experimental Station was founded in 1843 by

the late Sir J. B. Lawes, with whom was associated Sir J. H. Gilbert
for a period of nearly sixty years. Lawes died in 190O, and Gilbert
in l9(ll; they $r'ere succeeded by Sir A. D. Hall irom 1902 to 1912,
and by Sir E. J. Russell from l9l2 to 1943, when the present Director,
Sir \\'illiam G. Ogg, was appointed.

For many years the rvork was maintained entirely at the expense
of Sir. J. B. Lau'es, at 6rst by direct payment, and from 1889 on-
wards out of the income derived lrom the endowment fund of
{100,00O given by him to the Lawes Agricultural Trust. In 1904
the Society for Extendirg the Rothamsted Experiments ra'as in-
stituted Ior the purpose of providing funds for expansion. In 1906
IIr. J. F. Mason built the Bacteriological Laboratory; in 1907 the
Goldsmiths' Company generously provided a Iurther endowment of
{10,0tt0, the income from which-since augmented by the Company

-is devoted to the irvestigation of the soil. In l9l I the Develop-
ment Commissioners made their first grant to the Station. Since
then, Govemment grants have been made annualty, and at the
present time over 90 p€r cent of the necessary funds is provided from
Government sources-mainly by the Ministry of Agriculture and
the Agricultural Research Council.

The main block of laboratories was opened in 1919; another
block was erected in 1924 for plant pathology by a grant provided
by the Itlinistry of Agriculture out of the Development Fund; and
Red (iables, the house adjoining the laboratories on the north side,
was converted into an Administration Building to hold the Common-
wealth Soil Bureau, Staff Common Room and Conference Room.

Since 1945 Rivers Lodge, a house belonging to the Station, on
the south side of the laboratories, has been used to provide accom-
modation for the Statistical Department. In 1946 Rothamsted
Lodge, the dower house of the Estate, was purchased and occupied
by the Entomology and Bee Research Department.

In 1947 the plant nematology work under Dr. T. Goodey, of the
Institute of Parasitolotsy-, was transferred to Rothamsted, and a new
laboratory was erected to house this department.

Large glasshouses, including special insect-proof houses for virus
studies, were added in 1926, 1928 and l93l by aid of generous grants
from rhe Rockeleller Foundation, the Empire Marketing Board and
the }linistry of A8riculture. A new large range of houses, some of
which are insect-proof, was erected in 1935 for plant-pathology
investigations.

In 1940 the south vr'ing was completed and the old chemical
laboratories reconstmcted. These extensions and reconstructions
provide accommodation for the Chemistry, Biochemistry, Pb1'sics
ind trticrobiotogy Departments; in addition, a range of pot-culture
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houses was built. In 1939 F laboratory was completed for workers
from the Imperial College of Science and Technology.

The Rothamsted Home Farm of 250 acres came under the
manasement of Sir -John Lawes in 1834, the experimental fields
beinelorked from thC farm buildings at the Manor House. In I9l3
the hrst range of fa.rm buildings and cottages was erected ou the
site of the oiesent buildings. These were considerably enlarged in
1930-32 anh equipped for electric light and power; further addi-
tions were made in 1939-40. A rarge of six farm cottages was
erected in Ninnings Fietd in 1948, and a concrete road constructed
lrom the back of the laboratories to the farm.

The non-experimental part of the farm was reorganized in 1928

to meet the pr6vailine economic conditions, much of the land being
laid down to'permane-nt grass, and cattle and sheep were introduced.
In 1939 this'po[cv was-reversed, tey Iarming was introduced and
the arable acreage *as increased to meet wartime conditions.

The extension of the experiments to various outside centres in
Great Britain, bezun in 1921, has proved so advantageous that it
has been developeid. Not only is usefirl information spread a-mong

farmers, but Rbthamsted alio gains considerably by this closer
association with the universities and Advisory Services. As part
of this extension, the Station took over in 1926 the Woburn Experi-
mental Farm. We were thus able to ma.ke experiments simultane-
ously on the light land at Wobum and the hearv land at Rothamsted.

In Mav 1934 the negotiations for the purchase ol the farrn and
some adi6ining parts of the Rothamsted estate were completed
The Lawes Acic^ultural Trust now owns the site of the laboratories,
the experimeri'tal and ordinary fa.rm fields, Knott \\'ood, the Manor
House'ard srounds, the farm manager's house and eiSht cottaEes'
The total aiea is 527 acres. The purchase price was {35,000, all
of which was raised by public subscription. Generous contrib-utions
were received from Sir Robert McDougall and others, and a highly
encouraging Ieature of the appeal was the number of subscriptions
receirred" fr"om farmers, villagb school teachers and Irom oversea
sources.

Durine l95l-52 the Manor House was converted into a Hall of
ResidenceY. orovidine accommodation for seven families, rooms for
twentv sinele rorkers and two guest rooms. Some of the large
oublic" rooirs are available for lectures and general institutional
i r-or".. The fabric of the older part of the building, part ot which
hatis back to the l3th century, has been carelully preserved. The
sreater Dart of the cost was m'et bv the Ministry of Agriculture, but
ih" St.dion also received encouragement and financial aid from the
Pilerim Trust. The conversion has greatly enhanced the ameruties
of hothamsted, and the accommodation is particularly useful for
the vounser members of stafl and temporary workers from overseas.

An illustiated guide to the Manor with an account oI its history-has
been published (1953) under the title llre Manor oJ Rothamsted.

The activities of Rothamsted, however, are not confined to the
tsritish Isles, but are gradualty reaching out to many Parts of the
world. The Station r6gularly-participates in work for the solution
oI agricultural problemi of greal impoiance to the Commonwealth.
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Rothamsted ofiers research facilities for post-gnduate students,
but unfortunately the number of additionil woikers that can be
accommodated is at present strictl)- limited by lack of laboratory
space.

The Commonwealth Bureau of Soil Science, one ol the ten
Commonwealth Agricultual Bureaux set up to act as clearins
centres of information on agricultural science, has been Iocatei
at Rothamsted since its establishment in lg2g.

THr LrsR Ry
The Library may be said to have come into beine in lgl3- when

th_e_ S_ir Henry Gilbert Collection, presented by I-ady Gitbert, was
added to the small body of referenie works us6d in t"he Laboratorv
at that time-most of them the gift of Sir -fohn Lawes himself.

- Its ex-pansion, a.ided by gifts and grants from a number of indivi
duals and societies, was rapid, until ii now contains :

(.{pproximately)
Periodicals

(Current, 1,600)
Books, l84l- ...

4,700

400
100
300
100

Books, l47l-1840
10,000
3,500

(including l{ incunabula)
Borrnd volumes of pamphlets
lISS.
lIaps
Prints

-in all about 18,000 items, comprising some 50,00O volumes.

The yearly accessions of books and periodicals. bousht and
exchanged, amount to approximately 1,10o-volumes. "

The chief periodicals on agriculture and related subiects oublished
throughout the world are ieceived, either bv subs'criotion or in
exchange, and constitute the most-used section of the Lilbrary.

The stock of books also covers a wide ranse of subiects nor
only agriculture but also, e.g., chemistrv, pt vsils. Uiotoei,- ;tr;"
geology, zoology, meteorology and ;taiisiics. The "6ooks aie
arranged according to the Universal Decimal Classification s\.stem
The coUection of early printed books (t471-1840). which i's ke;i
separate from the rest, includes fourteen lncunabuld, amonsst whiih
is a copy of the first dated edition of pier de'Crescenzi,s k"roliii
comtwdoruu libri duodecim-the eariest printed book on agriculture
-produced 

at Augsburg by .Johann Schiissler in l42l (Hiin i8t8)_
The r'ollection of MSS. includes a copy of the Trcatise oi Husbandrv
by Walter of_ HenJey_ (fl. 1250), writien in England on i,ellum aboii
the middle of the l4th centurjr.

The prints, which are mainly of the l8th and earlv l gth centuries.
include portraits of eminent agriculturists, bucolic scenes, and
representations of livestock. A most valuable addition to this col_
lection was made in 19,18, when Lord Northbrook oresented io
Rothamsted his Iather's collection of prints.
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The Library is designed to meet the requirements of the staff of
Rothamsted; but its use is extended to ary research worker who
can show his need of it-

The General Catalogue of the Library is kept on cards. There is
also a published catalogue oI the collection of early printed books on
agriculture (Rothamsted, 1926; second edition, 1940; supplement
1949). A complete catalogue of the serial publications in the Library
was published in 1954.
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