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PREFACE
The Rothamsted ExPerimental Station was founded in 1843 by

the late Sir J. B. Lawes,-with whom was associated qq J. I-{.ql$.t
{or a period of nearly 6O years. Lawes died in 1900 and Gilbert
i.rr l90i ; they were succeeded by Sir A. D. Hall from 1902 to 1912,

and by Sir E.'J. Russell from l9l2 to 1943 when the present Director
Sir William G. Ogg, was appointed.

For many years the woift was maintained entirely at the expense
of Sir.I. B. i-awes, at first by direct Palment, and from 1889
onwardi out of the income derived from the endowment furd of
1100.000 eiven by him to the l-awes Agricuttural Trust. In 1904

[he Socieiv for'Extendins the Rotbimsted Experiments was
instituted ior the purpose -of providing funds for expansion. In
1906 Mr. J. F. M-ason built the Bacteriological Laboratory ; in
1907 the "Gola.-itnt' Company generously provided a further
endowment of {10,000, the income of which-since augmented-by
the Company--is devoted to the investigation of the soil. In 1911

the Dev;lopment Commissioners made their first Srant to tte
Station. Since then, Government grants have been made annually,
and at the present time over 9O 1xr cent. of the necessaqr funds is
provided frbm Government sources-mainly by the Ministry of
Aoriculture and the Asricultural Research Council'

" The m"in btock of"laboratories was opened in 1919 ; another
block was erected in 1994 {or plant Pathology by a grant provided
bv the Ministrv o[ Aqriculture out of the Development Fund ; and
dud G.bt"", tlie houi adjoining the laboratories on the north side,
was converted ioto an- Administration Building to hold the
Commonwealth Soil Bureau. Stafi Common Room, and Conference
Room.

Large glasshouses, including special insect-proof- houses for
virus siirdiis, were added in 1926, 1928 and l93l by aid of Senerous
grants from the Rockefeller Foundation, the Empire Marketing
Eoard and the Ministry oI Agriculture. A new large range,of
houses, some of which 

-are 
insict-proof, was erected in 1935 for

olant-oatholoev investisations.' A iarge nJi Souttr 
-Wing was completed-in 1940, and the old

chemical-laboratories were reconstructed. These extensions and
reconstructions have provided excelent accommodation for the
Chemistrv. Biocbemistiv, Physics and Microbiotogy Departmcnts ;

in additi6n a fine range of iot-culture houses was built. A new
laboratory has also b&n built and equipped for workers from the
Imoerial Cotlese of Science and Technology.

The Rothinsted Home Farm of 250 acres came under the
manasement of Sir Iohn Lawes in l&i4, the experimental fields
beine"worked from ihe farm buildings at ttre Manor House. In
l913"the first range of larm buildings and cottages was erected
on the site of the present buildings. These were considerably
enlarged in 193G-32'and equipped 1or electric light and power.
Furti'er additions were made in i93H0, and the electdcity supply
has now been extended to these newer buildings.

The non-experimental Part of the farm was re-organized !n- 1{28
to meet the prevailing economic conditions, much of the land being

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

https://doi.org/10.23637/ERADOC-1-71 pp 3

l6

l3id down t9 permanent grass, and cattle and sheep were introduced.
In 1939 this policy was reversed, ley farming w';s introduced, and
the arable acreate was increased to meet wartime conditions.

The extension of the experiments to various outside centres in
9reat Britain, begun in lyzl, has proved so advantaBeous that it
has been developed. Not only is uieful informatioo siread a.mong
farmers, but ihe Station 

-eains 
considerablv ti ttri. Jo""?

associatiou with the Universities and Advisorv 'S"*i."". e. "r.tof this extension, the Station took over in tgZi the Wo6r-
Experimental Farm. We were thus able to make exlxriments
simrrltaneously- on the light land at Wobum and the h6ary land
at Rothamsted.

In May 1934, the negotiations for the purchase of the farm and
sgme adjoining parts of the Rothamsted Estate were completed.
The Rotha-msted Trustees now own the site of the labo;tories,
the experimental and ordinary farm fields, Knott Wbod, the Manor
House a.nd grounds, the farni manager's house. and eiellt cottaees.
The total area is 527 acres. The p-urchase price *rjfgS.OOO]af
of which was raised by public subscription. denerous cdnt.ibutioos
were received from Sir Robert McDougall and others. and a hiehlv
encouraging feature of the appeat was"the number oi subscriptloris
received from fa.rmers, village school teachers, and from oiersea
sources.

The activities of Rothamsted, however, are not confined to the
British Isles, but are gradually spreadiag out to the Empire and
other countries. The Station rigrdarty piitlapates in wor[ for tbe
solution of agricuttural problems-of gre"i irnpok"n.u to the Empire.

The Station offers research facilities for 
-post-graduate 

stud6nts,
but urfortunately the rumber of additionil woikers that can be
accommodated is at present strictly limited by lack of laboratory
sPace.

The Comrnonwealth Bureau of Soil Science, one of the ten
Commonw-ealttr Agricultural Bureaux set up to act as clearing
centres of information on agricultural science, has been located
at Rothamsted since its esta.blshment in 1929.
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