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f iscount and Viscountess tsledisloe, and Sir Henry Dale, President
of the Royal Society.

In the morning the guests were taken in small parties round
the laboratories and had an opportunity of inspectint the new
south block, the remodelled sections of the main block, and the
new pot{ulture houses.

Aiter a luncheon in the Public Hall, addresses were given by
the Earl of Radaor, Chairman of the Lawes Trust Committee,
Mr. R. S. Hudson and Sir John Russell.

Many messages of congratulation were received from overieas
and from well-wishers in this country.

In the afternoon the guests were taken round the farm and
inspected some of the more important experiments including the
l0oth successive rvheat arop on the Broadbalk field.

Parallel meetings to commemorate the Centenary of Rothamsted
were held in luoscow by the agricultural scientists of the U-S.S.R.,
in Cincinnati by the Soil Science Societv of America, and com-
mendations of Rothamsted's work were made at meetings in Spain
and Portugal.

RETTRTMENT oE Srn Jonl Russrrr
On 30th September, 1943, Sir John Russell retired from the

directorship of Rothamsted. Dr. W. G. Ogg, formerly director oI
the Macaulay Institute Ior Soil Research, .A.berdeen, was invited
to succeed him.

Sir John joined the Rothamsted staff in 1907 and was appointed
director rvhen Sir Daniel Hall left in 1912. During his long tenure
of ofrce, Sir Jobr completely reorganised and greatly expanded
the Station, and, what was still more important, ga0rered rormd
him a firt-class staff. He built up rvhat is now one of the finest
agricultural libraries in the world, and raised large sums of money
for the rebuilding of the laboratories, pot-cultue houses and
farm buildings and for the purchase of Rothamsted farm and
Manor House. In this summary it is impossible to deal adequately
with Sir John's great services to Rotharnsted and to the agriculture
of the Empire. He travelled widelv and did much to make the work
of the Station known in other "countries. Besides servirg on
munerous committees set up by the Ministry of Agriculture, the
Agricultural Research Council and the Colonial Ofrce, he took an
active part in the work of the Allied Post-War Requirements
Bureau and UNRzu. During the war he also served part-time
with the Soviet Relations Division of the trIinistrv of Information
which entailed making extensive lecture tours in many parts of
the country.

When lie retired the stalf and former t'orkers presented him
ri/ith his portait painted by Francis E. Hodge.

Iupnovpvrxrs ro LABoRAToRIES AND FARM BUTLDINGS

In 1938 a Centenary Fund was inaugurated for the PurPose of
reconstructing some oI the old laboratories and erecting ne$, ones :

also for setting up pot-culture houses and extendirg and improving
the farm buildings. There was a ready and generous response from
many friends and supporters of Rothamsted and, had it not been
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for the war, it seems certain that the tarset of 1128.000 would have
been reached. With the coming of the-war, iowever. the ioo.i
rvas discontinued, and the Rothtmsted Crntenarv Fund was ciis.a
in.l939 when nearly [OZ,0OO had been received <ir promisea. Wiih
lb.:u-. *8.\_Tcluded {,t5,000 from the Ministry of Agricutture
for the South Wing and for specrrographic eq uiiment. "excellent
accommodation has been provided for the departme'nts of Chemistrv_
Itiochem-istry, Physics and Microbiology, pot-culture houses haie
been built and farm buiJdings reconstrirct;d. The latter are nou.
rdeal for their purpose, having modern electrical eouiDment and
spacious barns in which the experimental crops can be itored and
threshed during the winter months. Unfortunitelv lhe oroiects foi
improving the accommodation o[ other scientific aioaitm.nrr.
re-housirg our unique agricultural library, and provjdi'ne adrninj
istrative omces and an Assembly Hall, hive had'to be pdstooned.
Lack of accommodation is hindering the development 6t the
Slation s work and has led to the ne&ssity of refu'sins to ,."""i
some of the voluntary workers from other iountries. Iiis. in faa_
proving dificult to find room for workers training {or or. o*r, ,rd
the Colonial agricultural researcb seryices.
. There is also a.n urgent need for providing more farm cottages.
rmprouog- the lay-out at the back and front of tle laboratoies,
and re-making the road to the farm.

THE \['oRX or TIIE Srerror IN W-{R-TIME

_ As was to be expected the war had a marked effect on the workol Rotbamsted. The field work of tbe classical and the more
important of the other experiments, particularlv the lone_te;
ones, was continued. Much of the laboratorv work had "to tp
allowed to fall into arrears and many investisations had to be oost_
poned in order that ad, hoc problemi, immediately connected iviih
rncreased food production, misht be underlaken. -

Most members of the staff-were engaged in various forms of war
1v_o1! _and consequently were r"servidl nevertheless fa enteied
H.M. -t'orces and we regret to record that two_lack Olver (Fleet
|iI_-.At-), assistant in the Chemistry Deparlment, and'John
Williams (R.A. F.), assistant in the Inse;ticid'es Oepartment_Jwere
reported missing. A few members rvere seconde'd for scientifii
work elsewhere, but most of the staff carried on their war duties at
Rothamsted.

Between Ig38 and 1945 the total number of workers. includins
volgnlary workers, assistant staff, farm workers and th; WobG
statt, rncreased from I43 to 219.

.Amgog t_h9!9 w-ho left us were Dr. J. Henderson Smith, who
resigned in I g4O after 2l years at Rotha.msted. the Iast eieht as
head of the Plant Pathology Department, and Miss Ma.rv S."Aslin.
who resigned in Ig42 after 28 years'service as librarian.'

It is with regret that we reiord the dealh durine the earlv war
years of two heads of departments-Mr. E. H. Ric"hards, hdad oi
lhd -F-ermenl.ation Department, who died in 1989, and Mr. D. Ward
Cutler, head of the General Microbiology Department, who diedin 1941. Both of these workers had bee;i,n th; ataii sin;" isfg.--In l94O an Agricultural Research Cormcil Unit aealing ;th
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