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INTRODUCTION
. The Rotha.msted Exp€rjmental Station was founded in l8,1i}by_.the late Sir J. B. Laies, w.ith whom *"" ...".i"ilati, iT.G-i]bert Jor a pciiod oI neariy 60 y"".". fr,r.r 

-jl"T'ir- irid;lGilbert in tool ; they were sircceeded uy sii a. oi' fi"ii' ri"# rffizro 1912, when the preient Director, sii r1.1.'ifrlr"ii,,ili;ffi1f.
- ^ToI t"!y y"rr" ,he work ras maintained entirely at th;'*r"^"of SirJ. B. I-awes. at first by d:r-ect payment, ara iroi"-ia8d;;;rtour or an annuat mcome ol I2,4tJ0 arising from the endowmem

lun$ 9{ {too,ooo given by hiin to t}," r"i"., es.i.,;lturri iilii
.1 -I9@,,lT 

Socieiy for .6xtend.ing th" R"ii,;:%;;il1il?,1;
was rnstltuted lor the DurDosc of providing lunds for 

"'*p"n.ior-Il^t_906, Mr. J. F. Ma^son b'uilt the 'gacte.iol'os,:;il;;,:#"i"i;
1907, the co_ldsmiths' Company g"n".o*ly' f-rE"-J i'l,irinl'.endo$rneDt of /I0,0O0, the incoire"of ,hi.t_j;;;;*;ri;;i;
tbe Company-is deyoted to the invesrigation ;Iil;.ii:^i;;ffthe .Development Commissioners made" their ii.ii sr;r"L'"tt*Sta.tion. Since then, Government grants have b.;;;:d" ;;;"il"and, for tie year lgBT-88, tne Minrstry of ag;;il;;fr":;;?;a grant of {28,715 for the work ot the Statioi.' iorl i;-"h';;:
g_enerously borne the cost of a chemist ;a ;;p.Ai-;"j;;;i ;;;field experiments Ior studying larmyard manu.re, both naturaland artificiat ; while other ddnorl h""",'rr- tlrn**iiii;;il:ffifi,
provided Iunds for special apparatu, ."a eq"lp-*t."il""i.;;,;fi:l
Ma-nuf-acturers' Associatton iia tue uniteji;i;h il,n#;il;t:considcrablj fuads Ior the rather expensrve held work. ImperialCtremicat Industries, and 

_ 
the Asso'ciation ;i- B;i;.h dlrfii;llanruacturers, have provided a special a.ssistant ior the ituav Jsoj I i-nse,cticides. In. addition, British Sus; 

-Eor;*iii,r.'ir-irrJil
,raslc Slat Uompanies, the Royal Agricultural 

.Soci"tv.' 
Or"f."PIaDtations, Ltd., the Instirute 6f B."iire 

"ra-inJ"n".iir_""Ti'liScientific and Industria l nu".r."t a"a-o?f,"i-b.ali"ei;i;i.;,,Jl;:
fo1.rn""iii. purposes. The result is that the Station*1.;i;,"" H]with problems affecti_og modern fa.mi"g ir-. i;';;;';r;ot"ii;manner than wou.ld otherwise be possiblJ.

. The_ main block of laboratories was opened in lglg, and isdevoted to the study oI soil and plant nutrit'ion pi"Uf"*. , 
'"i"in".

block r,vas. erecred i; !924 Ior ptint pathotogt ai-; *.i .;f |di,f#provided by the Ministry of ARrrcurture our ot the DeveloDment
F-und ; and,Red Gables, ihe hou"se adjoini"g tl")rboralo;l;iliii;nonn srde, has been conyerted into an Ad;inistration Buitaille iohold the Imperiat Soit Bureau, p"rt ;i ah; ii;;;;;.;jdffi:l:.;
I)epartroent, Staff C,ommon R6oh and C.rt i"ri" il**."'-""""'
. Large-. glasshouses, including special insect_proof houses forvirus studies, were ad-ded in 1926] tsle,-;ai"s3i 6y ;; .-i";:."*

Srants lrom the Rockefeller Forrndation, tne firpire llLle'ffiBoart and the. Minisrry oI Agrrcurture. A new larte range ofhouses, some oI which are insict proof, was erected'in lgBB foiPlant Pathotogy investigations 
"r i totit *" ;i ;rp8:i, i;;;;;;the cost of which the llini.rry oI .{gricuiture made a}ari;iii,Or;.
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From 1926 onwards great changes took Place on the farm. New
and greatly improved melhods of{ield experimentation were adoPted
on a'il but't he'classical plots. which remain essentially- un-changed;

and the non-erperiment;l part of the Iarm was reorganized in 1928,

considerable nirmbers of iive stock being introduced, and much
of the land being laid do$'n to grass. The farm buildings-w'ere
considerably enlirged in f930 with the aid of 1-8r-ant-9f dl,J00
eiven bv the Minis-trv of Agriculrure and a new block of buildings
Tonta;"ing a demonsirationloom, work-rooms for the experimental
staff, offiIe and store-rooms was erected in l93l-32 at a cost oI
fl.300 collected bv public subscription. In I936 a pair of cottages
ioi farm workers rnas erected at a iost of fI,050. A special buildirg
rvas also constructed in which both farmyird manure and "artificial"
farmvard manure can be produced under standardised conditions:
the c"ost was f275, towardi rvhich l-ord Iveagh contributed f,100.

During 1932, lhe farm was well equipped with elec-trical ap'pli-
ances, th;nks to generous assistance by the General Electric C,om-

Danv and the North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply Company.
it" p""top Rubber Com-pany also provided rubber equipment,
including a rubber road, rubber flooring for cattle ard Pit pens'
and rubber tvres for cart and tractor.

The Librarv is stead.ilv growing, and now contairs some 27'00O

volumes dealing with agriculturi and cograte subiecls. Th"
catalozue of thJold printad books on agriculture was published in
1926, ind every effori is made to obtain any that we do not Possel:
A collection ii atso being made of prints of farm animals, 

-o{ 
old

letters on agriculture, farm account books, and models of old Iarm
waeons. Minv of these lie in {armhouses, unused and inaccessible,
not"in themselves valuable, but often a great help to students of
aericultural historv and economics when brought together as we
.i" aoing. Gilis;f books and documents to the Library will be

greatly apPreciated.

The extension of the exPeriments to various outside centres
in Great Britain, b€8un in 1021, has proved so advantage{us that
it has been develofed. Not only ii useful irformation .sPre39
amons {armers, but the Station iiself gains considerably by this
closeia.ssociation with practical men. As part of this extedsion
the Statiou took over in 1926 the Woburn ExPertnental Farm'
We were thus able to make experiments simultaneously on the
lieht land at Woburn and the heawy land at Rothamsted: a very
advantageous arrangement. The Assistant Director in charge is
Dr. H. II. Mann, wiih Mr. T. w. Barnes as chemist.

In May, 1934, the neSotiations for the Purchase of the larm and

some adjoining parts o{ the Rothamsted estate were completed'
This step was-necessary owing to truilding developme-nts.in, I{ar-
,ord"r, ihat threatene<i to extend over the estate. We held the
iarm Iands onlv on lease; some on a vearly tenancy, and some at
shorter notice. Even the land on whiih the laboratories are built
ind the sites of the classical fiel<ts did not belong to us. The Rotharn-
iied T.utt""t oo* o*t the site o{ the laboratories, the experimental
and ordinary farm fields, Knott Wood, the ltlanor House and
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grourldst-tlre farm manager's bouse and eight cottages. The total
area is 627 acres, sufficient for carrying ou-t tield arid farm exoeri_
ments on a scale correspondint td th; importance of the \rlork.
I he purchase price was d35,000, all of whictr was raised bv oublic
subscriptio:r in eight wee'ks. Generous contriU"tioni *"r" i"[ol"tlrom Srr _Robert McDougall, the Sir Halley Stewart Trust. the(-arnegie Trustees, Sir Bernard Greenwell, ti"n.. tl" n"""i h*j-
cultural 

- 
Society, the National f"r-"rr; Unio'n,' 

"rj"G*ii"fLnemrcat tndustries. A highly encouraging fcature of the aboeal
y1: -th," 

nl""b"r of .subicriptions received from farme.s, viliage
school teachers, and from overseas sources.

.- .The activitjes of Rotharnsted, however, are not confined to theBritish Isles, but are gradua[y spreading out to the E-mJre aiiother rountrles abroad. The Internationtl Education Boa^rd sendsworkers from^all parts of rhe world to study in-it .r" i"Lri.t".iii
r he bmprre^ ptton Growin€ C,orporation his, since 1g23, made a
Sranr ot f,r,U(ru per anmun for the dwelopment of investisations inSoil.Physics. The Station regularly paiticipat;; l; ;;;?;;;ih;
:"ll]91 rt certain agr-icultural problems of great importance to theEmprre,

, At rhe.invitation of the proper authorities, tbe Director and
other members of the staff have already visired the Sudan. patesti"..
Australia, New Zealand,- South Atrci, I.di., M"Lt;, Ny;;;l;;:
I anganylka, and Canada to discuss agricultural 

- problems andpossibilities of co-operation; in addirioi, visits ari ;;iA i" ;h;Un(ed States and to European countries, including' Russia- to
dscuss problems and methods with experts there, aird generallv
to.improve the equipment of the Institritio;;a ;il", tf,;'i.;;;-
redge and expenence of the staff.

More and more workers are coming from the overseas Dominions
to ca-rry_ on their studies at Rothamstid. Onlv Univer.itv srtduai;l
are eligible,,and most are, or are about to be, 6n the stafd;ic.;;-
ment or other Agricultural Departments: men who will become
leaders tn the agrtcultural communities of their resDective countries-To our great regret, lack of accommodation il;'";ii"d ;;;refuse some who wished to come.

. The most important of all these Empire developments wasinaugurated in 1929. At the Imperial agii.olt"ot- C6n-f;.*."'ii
1927 it was decided to set up in ihis .o,-,itry a ."ri.r-oi-S;ur;to act ils central clearing houses of informi.tion and to Dromote
rnte-rchange ol tdeas and methods between the agriculturai exoertsof the different pa_rts of the Empire. The $iiB;;;;;i;t";;di;;
Sorqm:ted^11d. betan operations on May lst, Ig29. Dr. A. F.
Josepn, tate Ltuel Uhemist to the Sudan Government. was aDDointedDeputy Director, wirh Miss H. SctrerUitoii anJ' Mr. X.'"i:^'i:
I-awrence as Scientific Assistants. tn rser th. e.F. t;;.;h;;rime^aand his place was taken by Mr. G. V. Jacks.
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