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yet farmers did not sulfer as much as in some r,f the earlier ones.
There can be little doubt that one important reason Iav in the
better rqsearch, educational and advisorv serwices no* ,lriil"bl".

THE \YORK OF 1935.

. D-rring the season 1935 much steady progress has been madeir all departments of the Station, and loire -of the old work has
reached a definite stage where it could be regarded as sufficiently
advanced for fiaal publication ard a new diriction could be given
to the programme. The examination of the 50 vears, experimintal
work at Woburn (1877-1926) has been completla, ana tle Uoof is
now being published by Iuessrs. Iongmars a-Jone oi the Rothamsted
Monographs on Agriculrual Scienie. Mr. Cutler and Miss Cmmp
have rounded off a great deal of their work, and published it abl
as a Rothamsted monograph, " Problems in Soil Microbioloev-,, Irr
both cases time and resources have been set free Ior newlnes of
investigation- Mr. Samuel has completed his survey of mycological
problems and drawn up a prograrrime, on which i start'has Eeen
made.

CROP PRODUCTION
During the past few J.ears many experiments have been made

to investigate the response of the moie important croDs to fer_lilisers. The results have been disseminited among farmer.,
fertiliser manufacturers, atricultual experts ard others"interestd
and have influenced fertil.iier recipes and practice enabling farmers
to--obtain better crolx at little if-any moie cost and ofte; at less.
When one recalls the fact that some {6,000,000 was spent by farmers
on fertilisers in 19311-5, accordirg 

-to 
the reports'of th6 various

fertiliser-associations, it is evideni that a saving of a few per cent-
irr the efrciency of utilisation amounts to a ve{r respectaile total.
. The exlreriments show, however, that on our present methods

the farmer recovers only a part of the fertilisei used. Of tbe
nitrogen applied, even in the most emcient fertilisers, not more than
210 to 60 per cent. is recovered, and the lower fisure is more usual
than the higher. Recovery of phosphate is sina[er and rarelv
exceeds 25 per cent. even on grassland, and after residual effecG
have been taken into consideraiion. Numerous experinents are
now being-_made to explore the possibility oI a betier utilisation
of the fertiliser, and i[ the recent experiments on sugar be€t and
potatoes the fertiliser tests are usuatly combined witii cultivation
tests such as time of sowing, widrh oi spacing, method of placins
manure, etc. A number o{ these experiments are made n6t onli
at Rothamsted and Wobum, but at outside centres also, and their
are rendered the more important because so lar the sugar beet crop
commonly fails to respond adequately to the Iertilisers-used- thougir
Ior what reason is not yet cleir. ihese outside experimints ie
much appreciated by farmers: in the Isle oI EIv. for instance- the
Branch of the National Farmers' Union asked ui'to support iheir
application to _the County Council for a County rigricultural
Organiser in order that thil type of work might b6 ae"itopea.
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