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INTRODUCTION
The Rothamsted Experimental Station was founded in lgrB

by the late Sir J. B. Lawes, with whom rlas associated Sir T. H
Gilbert for a peiiod ot nearly 60 years. I-awes dj"d il igod;;
Gilbert in_190l; they were succeeded by Sir A. D. Hal.l from 1902
to 1912, when the present Director, Sir E. J. Russell, nas aDDointed.

. ^For 
many years the work was maintain;d entirely at thi'e*p"n"e

of Sir J. B. Lawes, at first by direct pa1.tnent, and frorn lggg onivards
out -of _an annual income of d2,4OO arising from tbe endowment
fund of dl00,0OO given bv him to the Lawes .A.Sricultural TnrstIn 19O4, tbe Society for Extending the Rothamj-ted d;;;;;;
was instituted tor the purpose of providing funds for eioansion.
In 1906, Mr. J. F. Masoi built the bacterioiosicrf L.bor.i'o; : 

-i;
19O7, the Goldsmiths' Company generously- provided a firiher
endowment of f10,000, the income of whichjince aupmented bv
the Companv-is devoted to the investigation of" the soii-In I gl I , the Dev^elopme_nt Commissioners made their first grant
to the Station. Since then, Government grants harze been irade
annually, and, for the y'ear 193&36, the Ministry of Agriculture has
made a grant oI d27,52O for the rvork of the St;tion. -Lord 

Iveaeh
has generously bome the cost of a cbemist and a special assistairt
for_field experiments for studying farmyard manur;, both naturaj
and artificial : while other donors have, from time to time. senerouslv
provided funds for special apparatus and equipment. Thi Ferfili#
Manufacturers' Association and the United Poiash Company provide
considerable funds for the rather expensive field work. 

-Iinoerial

Chemical lndustries have provided a ipecial assistaat for the itudv
oJ soil insecticides. In addition, Beet Sugar Factories Committee of
Great Britain, British Ba.ic Slag, Bisic SIag and phosphates
Comparies, Messrs. Georgc llonro, the Royal Airicultural S6cietv-
Dunlop Plantations, Ltd., the Institute of Brewing and tfii
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research and other
bodies make grants for specific purposes. The result is that the
Station is able to deal with problems alfecting modern farmine
in a far more complete manner than would oth;rwise be possiblel

The main block of laboratories was opened in lgl9, and is devoted
to the study oI soil and plant nutrition ploblems ; another block rvas
erected in 1924 for plant pathology at a cost of f2l,I35 provided bv
the Ministry oI Agriculture out of the Development Fund ; and ReiI
Gables, the holse adjoiniag the laboratorieion the north side, has
been converted into an Administration Building to hotd the Imperial
Soil Bureau, part of the Records and Statislic;t Department,'Staff
Common Room and Conference Room.

large gta-"sho":es, including special insect-proof houses for Virus
studies, were added in 1926, 1928, and I g3l byaid of generous grants
Irom_the Ro^kgfeller Foundation, the Empire trIarkeiing Boaii and
the }tinistry of Agdcultwe. .A. new large range of insect-proof houses
was erected in 1935 for Plant Pathology invesiigations at-a total cost
of {,2,283, towards the cost of which the Ministry of Agriculture
made a grant ot dL,026.

B
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From 1926 onwards great changes took place on the Iarm. New
and greatly improved methods of field exPerimentation were adoPted
in 1926 on al1 but the classica.l plots, which remain essentially
unchanged; and the non-€xperimental part of the farm was
reorganized in 1928, considerable numbers oI live stock being intro-
duced, and much o{ the land being laid down to grass. The Iarm
buildings were considerably enlarged in 1930 with the aid o{ a Srant
oI {f,?00 given by the Ministry of Agriculture and a new block oI
buildings contaiairg a demonstration room, work-rooms for the
experimental staff, office and store-rooms was erected in l93l-32
at a cost oI dI,300 collected by public subscription.

During 1932, the farm was well equipped with electrical appli-
ances, thanks to generous assistance by the General Electric Com-
pany and the North Metropolitar Electric Pover Supply Company.
The Dunlop Rubber C,ompany atso provided rubber equipment.
including a-rubber road, rubber flooring Ior cattle and pig Pens and
rubber tl'res for cart and tractor. Steady develoPment went on
during 1935.

The Library is steadily 8rowin8, and now contains some 26,000
volumes dealing with agriculture and cognate subjects. The catalogue
of the old printed books on agriculture was published in 1926, and
everlz ef{ort is made to obtain any that we do not possess. A collec-
tion'is also being made of prints of farm animals, of old letters on
agricultue, farm account books, and models of old farrr wagons.
Manv of these lie in farmhouses, unused and inaccessible, not in
theniseh'es valuable, but often of Sreat help to students o{ agri-
cultural histon, and economics when brought together as we are
doing. GiIts oi books and documents to the Library will be greatly
appreciated.

The extension o{ the exPeriments to vadous outside centres in
Great Britain, b%lrn in 192I, has proved so advantageous that it
has been developed. Not only rs uselul information spread among
farmers, but the Station itself gains considerably bv this closer
association with practical men. As part of this extension, the
Station, in 1926, with the consent of His Grace the Duke of Bedford,
took over from Dr. J. A. Voelcker the lease of the \\'oburn Experi-
mental Farm, so that this now becomes a part of the Rothamsted
organization, allowing us to make exPeriments simultaneously on a
light and on a healy soil: a verl' advantageous arrangement.
Through the generosity of His Gracc certain necessary changes have
been made in the farm equipment, and the grass fields have been
Rrouped and watered for intensive grazing. The Agricultural and
R.oad \Iachinen' flanufacturers' Association also rendered assist-
ance. Dr. H. Fi. Mann, formerly Director of Agriculture, Bombay
Presidencv, India, and Agricultural Adviser H.E.H. the Nizam's
Govemment, Hyderbad, India, is Assistant Director, with Mr. T' W.
Barnes as Chemist, and the laboratories, pot-culture station and
meteorological station have been re-equipped and reorganized. A
grant Irom the Royal AgricuJtural Society oI England enabled
us to appoint an additional assistant in the Statistical Department
to prepare the material for a full summary and discussion of the
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results of the last fifty years of experiments there; this is now
being published.

The activities oI Rothamsted, however, are not confined to the
British Istes, but are tradually ipreading'out to the i;;i;;d
other countries abroad. The International Education Boaid sends
workers from all parls of the world to study in these laboratories.
The Emp-ire Cotton Growing Corporation has, since lg23, made a
grant of {I,0O0 per annum for the development of investisations in
Soil Ph1'sics. The Station regularly participates in wori for the
solution of certain agricultural probiems of gieat importance to the
Empire.

- At the invitation of the proper authorities, the Director and
other members of the staff have already visited the Sudan, palestine.
Australia, New Zealand,South Africa, india, Nvasalaad. Tansanvika
and Canada to discuss agricultural problemi and possibif,tieit
co-operation; in addition, visits are paid to the Uniied States and
to European_ countries, including Ruisia, to discuss probiems and
methods with expens there, and generally to improve the eouiD_
ment of the Institution and widen the knowledge ind ex?erienie bf
the staff.

More and more workers are coming from the overseas Dominionsto carry. on their studies at Rothamsted. Onlv Universitv
graduates are eligible, and most are, or are about io be, on th'e
staff-s oI Gov,emment or other Agricultural Departments : men who
will become leaders in the agricultural communities of their resoec_
tive countries. To our great regTet, Iack of accommodation 'has
compelled us to refuse some tfio wished to come.

The most important of all these Empire develooments \sas
inaugurated in 1929. At the Imperial Agricultural C6nference of
1927 it was decided to set up in this country a series of Bureaux
to act as central clearing houses of information and to Dromote
intercharge of ideas and methods between the asricu_lturaiexDerts
of the different parts of the Empire. The Soil Bireau is locatid at
Rothamsted and began operations on May lst, 1929. Dr. A. F.
Joseph, Iate Chief Chemist to the Sudan Government, was aDDointed
Deputy Director, with Miss H. Scherbatoff and ltr. A.^ f. f_.
I-awrence as Scientific Assisranrs. In lgSl Dr. A. F. Iiseoh
resigaed and his place was talen br. Ilr. G. V. Jacks.In view of the great expansion'of the work-in recent vears. it
ha-. become necessary to extend the laboratories and it is hoped'to
put this work in hand almost immediatelv. A substanlial e;vern-
ment grant has been promised subject to the condition tf,at the
Station will Iiltd a share of the cost. Subscribers and donors are
asked .therefore to belp in the provision oI these much needd
extensrons-
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