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INTRODUCTION

The Rothamsted Experimental Station was founded in 1843
by the late Sir J. B. Lawes, with whom was associated Sir J. H.
Gilbert Ior a period of nearly 6O years. I-awes died in 1900 and
Gilb€rt in l90l ; they were succeeded by Sir A. D. Hall from 1902
to 1912, when the present Director, Sir E. J. Russell, was appointed.

For mary years the work was maintained entirely at the expense
of Sir J. B. I-awes, at first by direct pa1'rnent, and Irom 1889 onwards
out ol an annual income ol {2,1O0 arising from the endowment
turrd of df00,000 given by him to the Lawes Agricultural Trust.
In 1904, the Society for Extending the Rothamsted Experiments
was instituted for the purpose of providing funds for expansion.
In 1906, Mr. J. F. Mason built the Bacteriological Laboratory; in
1907, t}Ie Goldsrniths' Company generously provided a firrther
endowment of dI0,000, the income of which-since augmented by
the Company-is devoted to the investigation of the soil.
In l9ll, the Development Commissioners made their first grant to
the Station. Since then, Govemment grants have beeu made
annually, and, Ior the year 193t135, the Ministry of Agriculture has
made a grant of {26,546 for the work of the Station. Lord Iveagh
has generoudy borne the cost of a chemist and a special assistant
for field experiments lor studying farmyard manure, both natural
and artificial ; while otler donors have, from time to time, generously
provided funds for special apparatus and equipment. The Fertiliser
Manufacturers' Association and the United Potash Company provide
considcrable firnds for the rather expensive Iield work. Imperial
Chemical Industries have provided a special assistant for the study
of soil insecticides and in addition help to defray the cost of a Guide
Demonstrator for the field plots besides helping with the actual cost
of the work. In addition, Beet Sugar Factories Committee of Great
Britain, Beet Sugar Factories-Anglo-Dutch Group, British Basic
Stag, Basic Slag and Phosphates Companies, Messrs. George Monro,
the Royal Agricultural Society, Dunlop Plantations, Ltd.. llan-
chester Oxide Company, the Institute of Brewing and the Depart-
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research make grants for specific
purposes. The result is that the Station is able to deal with yroblems
affecting modern farming in a {ar more complete manner than would
otlerwise be possible.

The main block of laboratories was opened in 1919, and is devoted
to the study of soil and plant nutrition problems ; another block was
erected in 1924 for plart patlology at a cost of {21,135 provided by
the Ministry of Agriculture out of the Development Fund ; and Red
Gables, the house adjoiaing the laboratories on tle nortl side, has
been converted into an Administration Building to hold the Imperial
Soil Bureau, part of the Records and Statistical Department, Staff
Common Room and Conference Room.

Large glasshouses, including special insect-proof houses lor Virus
studies, were added in 1926, 1928, and l93l by aid of generous grants
from ttre Rockefeller Foundation, the Empire Marketing Board and
the Ministry oI Agdculture.
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.From-1926 onwards great changes took ptace on the farm. Ne\f,
ano-gt^eauy lmproyed methods of field experimentation were adoptedrn lgzb on aU but the classical plots, which remain easentiallv
unchaaged.; and the non-experimelntal part ,f tlr;-i;;;;;;_
grgan-rzed rn t9:18, considerable numbers oI live stock beine intro-
duced, and much of the land being hia aown io sr;. 

'ii"1;
buitdings were considerably enlargei in rseo ;th ti;;id 

"i'; ";iof 11,700 siven .by the ni-nistry 6r As,iJtu;;;e';;J* l-r,illrDuuojngs co-ntatrung a demonstration room, work-rooms for theexpenmental staff, office and store_rooms was erected ln fg3f-g2at a cost of. {1,300 collected by public subscription. - - ---- -
., Dunng 1932, the fa"rm was weiJ equipped wiih electrical appliances
rnanks to generous assistance by the Generat Electric Compinv andthe North Metropolitan Electric power S"ppry- Clr"pirT". - fn"Dunlop Rubber Company also provided .i,irti.r. 

-"orlo#*t. -i*
cludrng a rubber road, rubber flooring for cattle and'pii pens'andn'bber tlres for cart and tractor. Steady a"r.Gp-'"ri '*"it*",
during 1934.

. 
The Library is steadily growing, and now contains some 25.0O0volrmes.dealrng $'rth agriculturc and cognate subiects. The catalocueor rne otd pnnted,books on agriculture was pulilished in 1926. ;devery ellort is made to obtain anv that we do not possess. A c,rll."_tion is also being made of prints oI farm **iifr,'rf*.fj f"tt.rr'".

agrrcurture, and Iarm account books. Many of these lie in farm_
houses,- unused and inaccessible, not in thim".elves- 

"iir"frf"-U"totten oI great help to students oI agricultural historv ana econ"mi".
when brorrtht tog-lther a-s we are doing. Gifu of booki and documontsro rne Lrrrrary wrlt be greafly appreciated.

^ 
lhe extension of the experiments to various outside centres intrreat lJntarn, b€gun in 1921, has proved so advantaseous that it

nas been developed. Not only is useful information s;read amoneIarmers, but the Station itsell gains considerabtv bv this ctosei.rssocBtron wth practical men. As part of thil eitension. theStation, in t926, with the consent oi HiJc;;til;"f";ii#r"ii
took over from Dr, J_ A.. Voelcker ttre tease oi tne-fVJr-;;;;;l:
mental harm, so that this now becomes a part of the Rothamrtedorganization, allowing us to make experime'nt .ir";ii;;;;1" ;;;ltnt and.on a healy soil : a very advantagmus arranc.lment.rnrough the generosity of His Grace certa.in necissary chanpls have
oeen made ln tlre {arm equipment, and the grass fiilds ha-ve been

€rouped and watered lor intensive grazing. Jhe Agricultursl andRoad Machinery }lanufacturers, e,iociaiion .b, ;"d;;;';;;i:
ance.. Ur. H_ H, Mann, formerly Director of Agriculture. Bcmbavrresrqency, {r-drl. ald Atricu.ltural Adviser H.E.H. the Nizamt
uovemment,. Hyderabad, lndia, is Assistant Director, with Mr, T. WDarnes.LS Lhemlst, and the laboratories, potrulture station andmeteorological station have bcen re-equipped 

"rd 
;;;;;i;;.*;

trant from the Royal Agricultural Sodety of E.eil; "il';;;h;
us ro appolnt an additional assistant in the Statiatical DeDarbnentto prepare the material for a full suurmary .rd di;r*iil';i'il;
results of the. la-\t fifty years of experimentJ there.

- 
'lhe activities of Rotham;ted, lrowever, are not confined to ther,nnsn tsles, but are gradually spreading out to the Empire and
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other countries abroad. The Intemational Education Board sends

*ort"o fro- all parts o{ the world to study in these laborator ies'

The Empire Cott6n Growing Corporation has, since 1923, made-a
Erent of fI.O00 Der annum for the development of investigatlons ln
Soit pt G,i. fhe Station regularly participates in work lor tbe

solution of certain agricultural Problems of great importance to tre
Emoire.---iii tf," invitation of the proper authorities, the,Director and

other rnembers of the staff have already visited ttre Sudan ' Palestrne,

eu.t ali., Ne* Ze.l""d, South Africa, India, Nyas:land, Tanganyika,'""a-C-ia" to discuss agricultural Problems a1$ .possibilities ol
;;;ti; : in additioD,"visits are faid to the United States and

i" H.ior"r"' .t*tries, including Rrissia, to discuss problems and

methods'with experts ttrere, and generally to improve the equPment
of the Institution and widen the knowledge ard expenence ot the

staff.--Mor" 
and -o." workers are coming from the overse'as D-ominio.ns

to carrv on their studies at Rotharasted None but University
ta".i"t ar".tieible, and most are, or are about to be, on the staffs

3i Cou"-r"""t 6r other Agricu.ltural DePartments : men who will
become leade.s in t}te agriaultural communities oI their resPective

io*tri1i. io oot great rigret, lack of accommodation has compelled

us to refuse some who wished to come'
- Th" *ott important of alt these Empire developments was

in"uerrrada in 11i29. At the Imperial Agricultural ConJerence of

l92iit wa-s decided to set up in this country a senes ot lJureaux

to act as central clearing houses of in(ormation and to -promote
i"t"r.t -n" of ideas and 

-methods between the agricultural exPerts

.,t tt 
" 

difierent parts of the Empire. The Soil Bureau is located at
f{otf,"-.t.a -i b"g* operatibns on May lst, 1929' Dr' A F'
i^-."J iate CNef Ch-emist io the Sudan Govemment, was appohted
b""riii pit 

"tot, 
with Miss H. Scherbatoff and Mr'-A -J' L'

I-"i*"ir"" as Scientific Assistarts. In l93l Dr' A' F Joseph
r".ienea ana his place vas taken by Mr. G. V Jacks'

in view oI the great expansion of the work in tlle last ten years'

u" Clm-ltt". U."-aeemed'it advisable to acquire tbe sites adioining

the laboratory in readiness Ior the time wbetl furtber accommodauon

wilJ be necessarY.
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