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WOBURN FARM

REPORT BY J. R. MOFFATT, 1934

The eflect o{ the drought during the year 193}34 was less marked
than one would expect 

-on the litht Wobum sgil. Jl9 Srassland
remained more fresh than in the Pravious year. although little grou'th
took Dlace durinp the summer, ind hay crops were [ght. The early
arrturirn rain bro-usht on a {resh growth o{ young grass which was

rralatable to stock.-The part of Wa-rren field which was sown down to
irass in 1933 was patcired in the spring, and, considering ttre two
Ixceotionallv drv vears. the seeds have taken well. The clover in the
rii io"t* t6tatioil failed completety, and the top end of Series D
clover in Stackvard field had to be patched after harvest'

The season proved favourable to barley but very unfavourable to
wheat. The avirage yield of the barley in the six course r-otation
was over 4 cwt. pei acre above the three year average, -and Serres

C barlev also vieided well. The mean vield of wheat on the rotation
wa-s oniv 4.6 &,{. pet 

"..., 
which is very poor when comPared with

the Roihamsted fi'eure of 28.6 cwt. Ixr acre for a similar experi-
ment. The experiment on the time of applying nitroge-n gave-a

mean vield of rinder t2 c&'t. Per acre, but in spite of this low leld
there was no response to dressings oI f.q c*t: P9r- lqrg-of- sulphate.of
ammonia. The wheat in Series Aof Sta&yard Iield lailed miserably'

The root croos did excellentlv. The average yield per acre oI
washed beet froin the experimeni was over l8 tons, with a sugar
content of over 17 per cent. Kleinwanzleben " E " seed was used

this vear for the fir;t time and sowing took place rather earlier than
in oievious vears. The Kuhn variety was maintained on the
six'course rotation, and although trowth was slower than the
Kleinwanzleben " E," the mean yield of all plots was over 3 tons per
acre above the average.

Swedes on Series C of Stackyard field yielded well, although many
of the roots were attacked by club roo1. (Pla^smodiofhota Btassicac).

Kale in Lansome Iield wis sown in alternate strips on ridges and
Ilat, but flea beetle attack necessitated redrilling some strips on each
method. The crop lelded well.

The carrot experiment gave a very high yield of large and well-
shaped roots, but unfortunately there was no immediate sale for
their, and while in the clamP they were attacked by Sclerotinia Rot
and SoIt Rot, and became unfit for human consumption.

Potatoes looked healthy anil clean throughout the year ald
yielded well.

Lioasloch

In the autumn oI 1933, 88 ewes were put to the tup. Of the 85 that
lambed, Sl produced doubles, 30 produced singles, but only one set of
triplets was bom. Neighbouring famers also reported a scarcity of
trirlets. Ewe losses were smaller than usual, and tlere was only one
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barren ewe. The ewes were wintered off the farm for about two
mouths and so retumed to fre$ $ass before lambing. The lambs
did well and were sold throughout the surnmer and autumn.

Fifty Scotch half-bred gimmers were purchased in the autuma of
1934, to replace the culled ewes of the past two seasons. Fifteen of
these were exchanged for a similar number of Rothamsted bred half-
bred gimmers, so that the two different tlpes could be compared at
each farm.

Pigs have done well, and the number sold was slightly above last
year's figure. The bacon factory grading returns are given on page 82.
Two Large White in-pig gilts were purchased from a well-known herd
in the autumn of 1934, and it is hoped to use them as the foundation
stock of a Large White herd.

At the Smithfield Club's Fat Stock Show in December, 1933, we
were successful in obtainiag the first prize for the cross-bred lamb
carcass with a Southdoun-Halfbred cross, and a highly commended
award for a pig carcass of 100 to 160 lb. live weight. At the Bedford-
shire Show in July we secured two first prizes for fat lambs and gilts,
aad were placed second for breeding ewes, and a sow and litter.
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