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PIG EXPERIMENT
The Value of Green Food.
Comparison of Wet and Dry f,'eeding.
Effects of differing numbers of pigs per pen (wlth equal floor space per pig).

ARRANGEMENT
Three randomised blocks oI 4 litters o{ 6 pigs each, sex a-trd litter beiDg equalised as Jar as poGsible

over the differetrt treatments (the interaction of the feeditrg treatmerlts is partially coDloutrded
witi litters, anal itr blocks II a;d III sex is also partially cirtounaed with iitters)." Each block
cortains oae petr oI8 pigs (l3ft. x 6 ft. 3 i!s-), two peas of 4 pigs (6ft.6ias. x 6It-3itrs.) and
4_ pens of 2 pigs (3 ft. 3 iDs. x 6 It. 3 ills.). Each oI th;se sets of pens contaiEs two pigs otr each o,
the ,our Ieealiog treatments, namely wet or dry Ieeditrg witll or witlout greeD ,ood. Pigs Eere
fed individually itr small petrs (l ft. 8 ins. x 3 ft. 7 ins.) openirg off the main pens. Food con-
sutDptioD aEd live $'eights $ere recorded seekly.

DETAILS OF ARRANGD}TENT

Block and Duration. Block I (2r \L'eeksl Block II (22 weeks)

I 12il9 ti 90 29

Block III

27 128
8l ] lo.4

(20 weeks)

Litter \o.

Age at start ($ks ) .. 7 S t0.91 t3.6 12.0

Ser H GH GH

Dry aad Greetr Food
Wet and Green l_ood
DryFood ..
$'et Food ..

84
84

48
48

4 2- a
a4 2

- 84 9
4 28 -

8-
24
24

8

1-
82
82
-4

-128
28
4-

28
4-
-428

a4
2
2

84

84
2
2

84

The aumber 2, 4 or 8 indicates that the pig was otre oI a peE oJ 2, 4 or 8 respectivety.
H denotes hog (i.r. castrated male) ; c denotes gilt (i.e. Jemale).

FEIiDING R.A.TIONS

24
8-
8-
24

of ] RIo.k.
Experiment l

I Perceata6e Ratiotrs.

5-18
5 l{
t-9

I
tt ..
III

l9-21
t5-22
l0-20

l3
IJ

Middlings
Bran
Homiry chop
Rariey meal ..
Flaked maize
Fish meal
lleat meal ..

Two per ce[|.. mitrera]s (3 parts liDe, I part salt) added to each ration.
Gre€n food (kale, vheat, oats and vetches) {ed twice daily at the rate oI about i lb. per head

p€I day.

60 50 40 28
l4

l5 20 18
:10 25 30 30
t0
r0 l0

l0 t0
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INITIAL AND F,INAL WEIGHTS AND FOOD CONSUMPTION
Pigs receivinli Green Food

,

Block. I II III'-,--
Litter. 9i 12'19 2lll?lzolze'+,r ,.:; :r'3i 58

: - rHoss .. i :r , 37 - , 40 r 
rtyf 

#:tE-- 
(':, 

-, iB iB+ ltDrvl clt .. -. 14 I :; , l; - I r; 14 :]6 ll ;o* 38
.,, . luos' .. .. 29 l 4i Jo 3; +l 13 J8 io - 6Jsetfcitis .. .. 28 - I 50 J7 {0 ti 5i {s {3 {3

Final WeiEhts (lb.)
n-.JHogs .. +. Jr8 | | :.rui I l;:.: I *' i rsi 196 l:.:{tl r.r;"',Icilts . . lslllllJl9ll- I 163 ll70 li3 '. l6u* 136

u,^. f Hogs - I 190 :i:19 :.:05 l8:.: l9o 176 I l{0 !'.lo Sold
""'1CitG .. .. l9r | - :.r3j :ll:r ls; :jl{ :.rJl I 1lu 186 :106

Total Food Consumption (lb.)
^_. rHoss .. .* ?lel - lrius l619 -. 1 i6il- 73e 3.i6+;4J
"')1ciri... .. 516.50:r ljgb I - I - 60r- li:.r .-,{E I ** .156'.tl3
**,-.|Hogs.. .. les: azr lzsr lou; - los; ;tsl+89 7r; 86t :*ut{Citi. .. .. 649 - 908 844 707 84.1 84.1 -- 8rg - eso aaa ]

I

* Hog. I Cilt. *r Pigdie,l.

DETAILS 
.

I er*k r II III , uea.n or

_ Total

r Commenced .. .. .. .. Apr,l llth trtay lotlr JLrne t5th
Time 1week.7 . . . . 2l :2 l0 :.: I

Average age at start tseeksr . . I l.l I l.:.: I0.5 10.9
Average wt. (lb.) fAt narr .. .. 35.6 3l.S 41.2 36.6

\At end .. .. 197.2 178.4 180.1 185.2
Number'of pigs receiving grcen lo^d

reiectedll3i
Regiessioo of Iinal on jnitjal rL1. .. {.il , 3.5: :.l.ul ;J.68

.-_
STANDARD ERRORS OF TOTAI LIVE.WEIGHT INCREASf,

(Per Pig-fb. aad per cent. ol Increase) 
____

Wilhout elimitratiotr oi diflereBces oi initial $reiSht .. f6.f lb. or f0.8ll
With elimiuatiotr of di{fererces oI initial rveiSht . . . lr.3 lb. or 7.60-0/"

With elimination of itritial weight and food consumptiotr 9.3lb. or 6.290,'0

Meatrs oI two initial and two fiaal rirei8hts (initial weight eliminated). . 9.9 Ib- or 7.029,0
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS
EFFECT OF' LACK Of,' GREEN FOOD

Remaircd till ead of
experimetrt.

Without Green Food
\^'ith GreeE Food

8r3
3

185.I
18t.9
r83.2

185.7
175.4
179.2

196.I
t9t.3
r90.6

1.10
+r.18
+0.339

l5
4

6.61
+r.23
+0.324

6.94
+2.41
+0.398

Total or
Mean

Itrcrea-se per prg p€r week (lbs.)
Mean o{ Wet and Drv
Difference (W-D)

Statrdard Error o{ dil{ereDce. .

Food per 1 lb. iocrcase (lbs )
MeaD ol Wet and Dry
Difference (W-D)

Standard EIIor oI dif{ereme. .

, Four ilr a pen
I Eight ir a pen

7.08
+ r.63
+0.205

4.469
+0.t24
+0.14I

{.504
0.159

i:o.262

4.306
+0.334
+o.234

+0.196
{.596

*0.234

EFFECTS OF NUMBERS IN PEN
Mean Flnal Wetlihts adjusted for differences of inltlal welght

Two itr a pen 173.4
179.0 l

179.S ;

CONCLUSIONS
Green food appears essential to the health of young pigs kept under the conditions

of the experiment. Pigs on wet food had a significantly treater live weight increase
than those on dry, food, owing to the greater amount of wet food consumed ; there was
no significant di{ference in efficiency of food utilisation for the two types of feeding.
Variation of numbers in a pen (with equal floor space per pig) appears to have no
effect.

Doing badlt' and lrst *'eight during
removed {rom ex- two or more {eeks

periment (excludinS thos€

WET AND DRY FEEDING
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