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INTRODUCTION

The Rothamsted Experimental Station was founded ir 1843

bv the late Sir I. B. I-awes, with whom was associated Sir J. H.
Gilbert for a pe-riod of nearly 60 years. Lawes died in 1900 and
Gitbert in lgoi : they were succeeded by Sir A. D. Hall from 1902

to 1912, when the prisent Director, Sir E. J. Russell, was appointed.
For many yeari the work was maintained entirely at the expense

of Sir J. B. iates, at first by direct payment, and lrom 1889 onwards
out oi an annual ircome of f2,4OO arising from the endowment
fund of /100,0O0 given by him to the Lawes Agricultural Trust.
ln l9o4,"the Socie-t1' for Extending the Rothamsted Experiments
was instituted for the purpose of providing lunds for expansion.
In 1906, Itr. J. F. Mason built the Bacteriological Laboratory ;- in
1907, the Go-ldsmiths Company gencrously provided a further
endowment of {10.000, tbe income o[ which-since au8mented by
the Companr-iis to be devoted to the investiSation of the soil.
In l9l l, 'tbe- Development Commissioners made their first Srant to
the Stition. Since^ then, Govemment grants have been made
i,rrnualh - ard. for the vear 1932-33, the Mi.nistry oI Agricultuc has

mad.e a- srant of {26,350 for the work of the Station. Lord Iveagh
has gene"roush'bome the cost of a chemist and a special assistant
for f"ield experiments for studying farmyard manure, both natural
and artificiai ; while other donon have, from time to time, generously
orovided furds for special aDparatus and equipment. The Fertiliser
i,lanufacturers' Association and the United Potash Company provide
considerable funds for the rather expnsive field work. Imperial
Chemical Industries help to defray the cost ol a Guide Demonstrator
for the {ield olots besicies helpini with the actual cost of the work.
In add.ition. ilect Sugar Fact6ries Committee of Great Britain. Beet
Susar Factories-Anilo-Dutch Croup, British Basic Slag, Basic Slag
anE Phosphates Coirpanies, Messrs George Monro, the Empire
trIarketine Board. the-Roval Agricultural Societl, the Institute of
Brewine "and t}le Deoartment of Scientific and Industrial Research
make dants for soecific purposes. The result is that t}re Station is

able ti'deal with 'probleris iffecting modem Iarming in a far more
comolete manner ihan would otleruise be possible

ihe main btock oI laboratories was opened in 1919, and is devoted
to the study of soil and plant nutrition problems : another blockwas
erected in i92+ for plant pathology at a cost of f2l,l35 provided by
the Ministw of Aeriiulture out oiihe Development Fund : and Red

Gables. the housi adioining t}re laboratories on the north side, has

been converted iato an Adriinistration Building to hold the Imperial
Soil Bureau. part of the Records and Statistical DePartment, Staff
Common Room ald Conference Room.

Larqe glasshouses, including special irsect-prool houses for Virus
studies]u ire added in 1926, 1928, and l93l by aid of generous grant!
Irom the Rockefeller Foundation, the Empire Marketing Board and
the tr'(inistn' of Agriculture.

From 1926 onivards gleat changes took place on the farm New
and greatly improved me-thods of field experimentation were adopted
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n 1926 on all but the classical plots, which rema.ia essentially
yl-clranged ; and the non-experimintai farm was ;.;;; il
1928, considerable numbers of live stock being introduced.,"ard muchof the land being laid down to grass. Th"e farm Uuilainss 

-wer.

consrderably enJarged in lgm with the aid of a srant of"fl.7oo
grven. by the Ministry of AFicultue and a new tt&t of Uufrainss
contarnrng the demonstration room, work_rooms for the exoei_
mental staff, office and store-rooms was erected, in fSil_Si Ii'.
cost of {1,300 collected by public subscription.

., Ddlg 1932, the farm was wellequipped with electrical appliances,
rnanks to-generous assistance by the General Electric Comolanv andthe North Metropolitan Electric power Supply Compairy. " Ther-ru-ruop Kubber Lompany also provided rubber eouioment
T:tlrqg a rubber road,-rubber flooring for cattle and pig'pe'ns andrubb€r t,.res for cart and tractor.

. 
The Library is steadily growing, and now contains some 24.00{)

volumes.d,ealing witb agriculture and cognate subiects. The cataloeue
or the old pnnted,books on agricuJture was pulilished in 1926.;rdevery eltort is made to obtain auy that we do not possess. A collec-tion is. also being made ot printJof f.r- ;i.ri,';f ;r,l'r.tt"i".""
aEnculture, and farm account boks. Many of these lie in farm_
houses,_ rmused and inaccessible, not in thLmselves 

";i;";i"--L';ioften 
-of 

great help to students of agricultural t irtorv *a 
""ono-i".wheJr bJorrght togerher as we are doing. Gifts of booki and documentsto the Library will be greatly appreciated.

^ The*extension of tbe experiments to various outside centres inureat Bntam,. begun in lg2l, has proved so advantageous that itnas been d.eveloped. Not only is useful information s"oread amonolarmers, but the Station itself gains considerably bi, this close?
l:s?9ratr9n -Il!h pr_actical men. As part of thii eitension, thestalron, rn 1926, with the consent of Hi; Grace the Duke of Bedford.
took o_ver from Dr. J. A. Voetcker the lease of tn" WoUu.ri*oA_
mental Farm, so that this now becomes a part of tf,. notf,.-'riua
organization, allowing us to make experime'nts sirnufta"eourf"-." "Ight and.on a heary soil: a verj, advantageous arranq6ment.
.r 

nrouth the generosity of His Grace certain necessarv chansis have
been made ur the farm equipment, and the grass fiilds hive been
trouped and watered for intensive grazing. "The 

Agricultural lnd
Soad. $a9!rr9ry, Manufacturers' Assdiatioialso rend8red ;;irt-;
!tar9!d H. I[aDn, formerly Director of Asriculture. Bombav
Presrdency, India, and Agricultural .A,dviser to -H.E.H. the Nizam,is
covemmentt- Hyderabad, India, is Assistant Director, with T. W.sames as Uhemist. and the laboratories, pot_cultue station andmeteorological station have been re-equip*d and reoreanized Agrant Irom. the Royal Agricultural Societ^v'of ensf."d h'", L;;fJus to appont an additional assistant in the Statiiticat DeDartmentto prepare the material for a fult srunmarv and aiscussiin oi in"
results of the last fifty years of experirnent! there.
_ .The activities of Rothamsted, however, are not confined, to thesntrsh Isles, but are $adually spreading out to the EmDire andotner corultnes abroad. The Intemational Education Board sendsworkers from..a! part^s of the world to study * tt *" [L.*t"-ri*lne Empue eotton Growing Corporation his, since lg23, made a
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grant of fl.ooo D€r annun for the development of investigations in

$,,iiifi$:;hi;'m"-Empit. ll".L"ting board has recentty invited

ihe co-6peration of t}te Station in solving certam agncuttural proD-

lems of great importance to the Emnire'""ei'tB" li "iiltion 
of tie propei authorities' the Dire-ctor and

,t#;'.;;;;;il" tt.rin""i' aie"av visited the Sudan' Palestine'

;tilil.'n:; ZJLi-- Sootu er'i"', Nvasaland' Tansanvika'.ard
ir"r.l^ io discuss a,sricultural problems and posslbflltres oI co-

#;;;, - "JJiti*i, 
visits ari paid to the. tlnited States and

iJ irto*- courtries, including Russia to discuss Problems anq'

methods with experts there, and generallv to improve the equlPmenr

;TiilT.;iilifi-;d ;A;" the"knowle-dse and experience of the

staff."'--Mor" *d *or" workers are coming from the overseas D-omilions

t" :#;; ;i,:i; 
';i;.iil; .i notn':-'t"d None but universitv

"i-ii"I*.." hioule' and most are, or are about to be' on the staffs

:i"il;H;;"i"il".'t "i eg"."tttt'l Departments.: .men who wjll

Lom"i te"det in the agriauttural communities of thelr resPecuve

;;#:T;il'st".ti?tt"i' rttk of accommodation has compelled

rls to refuse some who wished to come* il; ;;t Goo.tart of all tbese Empire develoPmerts was

i""r*;i;'L-i5t9. -et it'" imperial Agricultural Confere-nr-e-.oJ

iirrt'it;- decided to set uP in this courtry a senes ot ljureaux

i;;"i";;;iJ J".tit g 16*"" of informition and to -promote
;t"r;;;;ild"a^s and inethods between the agricultural experts

;i';;"Jti?ili;;A oitn" empi'"' rhe Soil Bureau is foclted lt
iliill-"lJ-*a'*s'"" operatiois on Mav lst' 1929' A' F Joseph'
il;"T;iLil;t.l i3 t"'soa* co""mmint, was appointed DePutv
;i;;;; -*itr 

H. Scherbatoff and A. J L' l'awrence a-s Screntr'lrc

Gi"t""t'.. In l93l A. F. Joseph resigned and his place was ta*en

bv G. V. .Iacks."' i. .;"i, of the ereat expansion of the work in the last tel- y.eaf 
'

*t'.'i'.rn-iti""T*"al-"a'it .dt'ittut" to acquire the sites adjouting

fi: #;ffi;; ;;";d;; ror ihe time when iurther accomuodation

will be nece:sary.
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