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INTRODUCTION

The Rothamsted Experimental Station was founded il l84B
by the late Sir J- B. Lawes, uith whom was associated Sir I. H.
Gilbert ior a period of nearty 60 years. Lawes died in l900'and
Gilb-q! -in l90l ; they were succeeded by Sir A. D. Hall from lg02
to 1912,_ when the present Director, Sir E. J. Russell, was
appoilted.

For many years the work was ma.intained entirelv at the
expeDse of Sir J. B. Lawes, at first by direct paunent. -and 

from
1899 onwards out of an arrrual incomi of f2.40O'arisine from the
endo-wment fund of [100,000 given by hinrito the LawEs Agricul-
tural Trust. In 1904, the Societv foi Extendins the Rothainsted
Experiments was instituted for ihe purpose oi orovidi:re furds
for expansion. In 1906, Mr. J. F. Ma-ion'built th6 Bacteri"oloeical
Laboratory; in 1907, the Goldsmiths' Companv generouslv -oro-
vided a fr.rrther endowment of {10,000, tb6 irrcoire of wirici-
since augmented by the Companyl-is to be devoted to the investi-
g_ation-of the soil. In l9ll, the Development Commissioners made
their fust grant to the Station. Siace then, Govemment srarts
have been made annually and, for the year '1980-Bl, the Mi-nistrv
of Agriculture has made a grant of f2i,W0 lff the work of thi
Station. Lord Iveaxh has generouslv bome the cost of a chemist
and a special assist;t for filld expeiiments for studying farmvard
manure, both natural and artificial ; while other don6rs"have, irom
time to time,_ g$erously provided funds for special apparatus and
equipment. Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., and ihe Fertiliser
Manufacturers'- Association, jointly defray the cost of a Guide
lemonstrator for ttre field pkits and, il ad-dition, provide consider-
able firnds for ttre extension of the work; tld United potash
Company, Eurolran Cyanamide Export Companv. Beet Susar
Factories (Anglo-Dutch Group) a.nd otUer firms, alsir give subsdn-
tial ,aTistance. The Empire Marketing Board, the R6yal Agricul-
tural Society, the Institute of Brewing and the Deirartm6nt of
Scientific and Industrial Researcb make irants for soeciiic DurDoses-
The resu.lt is that t}te Station is able to dial with prbbbm.^affiairr"
modem farming in a far more complete manner th jn would otherwii
be possible.

The laboratories have been enti-relv rebuilt in recent vears.
The main block rras opened in tgtg, ana is devottr to the

study of soil and plant nukition problems; another block was
erected in 1924 for plant patholosv- at a cost of f2l.l35 orovided
by tbe Ministry of Agriculture oui- of tle Develofrment nuna, a.ua
the house adjoining the laboratories on tle North side, tie Red
Gables, has beetr converted into au Administration Buildine to
hold the Imperial Soil Bureau, part of the Records and. Statis-tical
Department, Staff Common Ro6m and Conference Room.
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. Perlapq eveD more **i: has been the reorsanisation of
the work of the Station so as to keep it in touch irith mod".n
conditions of agriculture on the one iide and of s"ie"ce o"-ifr"
otber. _ This was completed in tbe laboratories i:r 1g22. on the
l-arm in 1924, and on the field plots in 1926, when ihe field
laborato-ry was erectd and the nei methods of'field e*r".i-*t
were.adopted. _r'r 1926, the Iatemational Educatiori Board,
Bockfeller Fouldgtiol, generously gave a grant of {2,00O ior
rne extenston or ure glass-houses on condition that another /I.OOO
slould be obtained; this was done with t"he help of the tli"iit v ot
Agriculture and of tle Society for Extendin! tbe Roth;;ted
E_xPgriments. In 1928, the Empire Marks+i"g B-oard made a erantot f,f,85 for the erection of special insect-proof houses. anf an
annual grant- oJ a\o\t f,z,Wo for the study <if virus diseases. The
equipment of the Station is now exceptionilly good.

^^^fhe library _ 
is_.steatlily growing, and now contains some

z?,OU) volumes dealing with agricullure and cosnate subiects.
lh_e_ catalotue of the old printed books on asriciture has'been
published, and every effort is made to obtain inv that we do not
pgogFt A collection is also being made of printj of farm animals,
oI old letters on agriculture, and farm acc-ount books. Manv oiftF"_!" T farmtrouses, unused and inaccessible, not in themjves
va.luable, but often of great help to students ot &ricuftura nisiorv
and- ecoDomics when brought together as *e arJ doine. Gifts o'f
books aDd documents to tle Library will be greatJl. afpreciated.
. ^The extension of the experimeDts to various outiide centres
m treat lJntaltr, begun in 1921, has proved so advantaseous thatit has been developed, ttranks to tbe 

-eranls 
of the Rovil Agricrrl_

tural Society and the co-olxration oi the Institute 6t BiEwine.
Not. only is, usefu.l information spread among farmers, but th'e
Station itself gains considerably 6y this closir *rroii"tio" 

-*itU
practrcal men. As part of this extension, the Station. in lg26with the consent of-His Grace the Duke .f B"di;;J, i""i -;;;
from Dr. J. A. Voelcker the lease of the Woburn il;ri-*i"t
Fa.rm, so that this now becomes a part of tbe nothamsteti or-eanis&
tion, allowing us to make experiments simultaneousiv ;" ; U"bt
and on a heavy soiJ: a^very advaDtageous ar.angemeit. Tbrorigh
the generosity of His Grace, certain necessarv cf,anses have b€En
made in the farm equipment, and the grjss rcfEs f,ave Ueen
B-rolped and watered for intensive grazirg. The Aericultu_ral
and Road Machinery ManuJacturers Assiociati6n atso renaireJ a-rsis-
tance. Dr. Harold H. Mann, formerlv Director of Aericulture- B;rn-
bay Presidency, India, and Agricuttual Adviser to H.f .H. tUe ftiz-
am's Government, Hyderabad, India, has been aDDointed Assistant
Director, trith Mr. T. W. Barnes as Cbemist, and thL^taboratories Dot_
culture station and meteorological station have Ueeo."*o"i"'""i
and reorganised. A grant from the Roval Arricultural So&eiv'of
lrgl"la !q! enabled us to appoint an iaati6nal assistant itr"the
StatEtrcal Department to prepare the material for a full sutnmzrrv
and discussion oI t-he results of the last fifty years oi experimentl
there.

The activities of Rothamsted, however, are not confined to
the British Isles, but are gradually spreadine out to the Em;;
and other countries abroad. The 

-lntimatioial 
Education Bo'artl
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sends workef,s from all parts of the world to study in these labora-
tories. The Empte Cotton Growing Corporation has, since 1923,
made a trant of {f ,000 per annnm for the development oI investi-
gations in Soil Physics, wbile the Empire Marketing Board has
recently invited the co-operation oI the Station in solving certain
agricultural problems of $eat importarce to the Empire.

At the invitation of ttre proper autlorities, the Dircctor and
other members of the staff have already visited the Sudan, Pales-
tine, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Canada and Russia to
discuss agricultural problems and possibilities of co-operation; in
addition, visits are paid to the United States and to European
countries to discuss problems and mettrods witl experts there, and
generally to improve the equipment oI the Institution and widen
the knowledge and experience of the staff.

More and more workers are comiog from the overseas
Dominions to carry on their studies at Rothamsted. None but
University graduates are eligible, and most are, or are about to be,
on the staffs of Govemment or other Agricultural Departments :

men who will become leaders in the agricultural communities oI
their respective countries. To our great retret, lack of accommo-
dation has compeled us to reluse some who wished to come. This
is higbly unfortunate.

The most important oI all these Empire developments has
been inaugurated. At the imperial Agricultural Conleratce of
1927 it was decided to set up in rhis courtry a series of Bureaux
to act as central clearing houses of informatiotr ard to promote
interchaDge of ideas and methods betueen the agricultural experts
oI the diflerent parts of the Empire. The Soi[ Bureau is located at
Rothamsted aud began operations on May lst, 1929. Dr. A. F.
Joseph, late Chief Chemist to the Sudan Government, was appointed
Deputy Director; Mr. A. J. L. Lawrence, Scientific Assistant; and
Miss H. Scherbatoff, Translator.

In view of the geat expansion of the work ir the last tetr
years, the Committee has deemed it adrisable to acquire the sites
adjoining the laboratory in readiness for the time when further
accommodation will be necessarv-
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