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The Woburn Farm
REPORT BY H. G. MILLER ON THE WOBURN FARM
(For dates, yields and other information, see Table on pp. 105-8.)

So far Woburn has been mainly an arable farm, but this is a
highly unprofitable policy at present. Some of it is, therefore,
being laid down to grass.

In March, 1930, 8 acres of Warren Field—consisting of a heavier
soil and unlike the light soil of the rest of the farm—were sown down
under barley with the following seeds mixtures, in duplicate, all except
IT being of indigenous strains.

1b. per acre.
1K II. III.

2
<

Italian rye grass

Perennial rye grass
Cocksfoot .. =
Timothy 5
Meadow fescue . 55
Rough stalked meadow grass
Late flowering red clover..
Alsike clover

Wild white clover

(Order from N. end of field—I, II, III, IV, V, II, I, V, IV, IIL)
All mixtures looked very well by September, although the
clover had failed in some places. The whole field was limed in the
autumn at the rate of 2 tons burnt agricultural lime per acre.
Road Piece produced a surprisingly good crop of kale, and Great
Hill a good crop of sugar beet. These are the poorest fields on the

farm, and will be sown to grass, lucerne and lucerne grass mixtures
in the spring of 1931.
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The division of the farm will then be : Acres
Classical experiments .. I e v B
Arable and modern experiments 5 S 2b
Permanent grassland and lucerne .. ety
Buildings, etc. .. S oz s s 2

131

The arable land consists of Lansome Field, Warren Field
(6 acres nearest farm), Butt Close and Butt Furlong. These last two
are no longer separated by a hedge, and 3 acres of the latter round
the sand pit, have been laid down to permanent grass for pig runs.

The light soil of Woburn must be continuously covered with
crops ; any available land is sown with rye in the autumn, as at
Rothamsted. The crops grown are given on pp. 105-108 ; there is no
fixed rotation.

The principal stock are sheep (half-bred ewes) and large black pigs. .
Lambing in 1930 commenced on March 22nd, and the lambs, the last
of which are now (June 1931) being fattened, have done very well.

The seven intensive grazing plots: Broad Mead (4), Honey
Pot (1) and Great Hill Bottom (2), produced abundant keep
throughout the year, with only two applications of nitrate of soda
(see p. 108). This treatment is producing marked improvement in
the herbage, and so far the clovers have not visibly suffered.
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