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THE FARM & CROP RESULTS
ocToBER, 1924 TO SEP-fEMBER, 1925.

'fhe outstanding features of the season under review were the
wetness of the autumn and winter, and the long and Dractically
unbroken drought, from the beginning oI June Ill mid'July.

- !ollowtng an exceptionally wet season, October turned oul
mild, duil and wet; rhe rainfall of 4.28 inches, being 1.19 inches in
excess of the average. lvheat and winter oats weie drilled under
Iairly good conditions on such land as u.as ready. Elsewhere,
cultivations were greatly hindered by lhe weather, ploughing wai
lrequently stopped, and polato har\.est rvas slow and dimcutt. Bu
the end of the month lhe land rvas so sodden that rhe Broadbail
drains ran after every shower. Similar conditions continued in
November, rvhen the rainfall rvas again above average. The
weather was generally mild, but a few frosts helped to -conditior
lhe land, and, taking advantage of this Broadbalk was drilled
on the 6th. December r-as unusuaJly warm, the mean lemperature
being 3.7o above- normal, and the rainfail again exceefed the
average, so that in the hrst quarler of rhe farm year the rainfall
uas 3,2I inches in excess. During the latter pait of the month-
cullivation became impossible, andrvater stood on the tand afte;
ra.rn. January_remainedmild, and brought drier weather, and the
winter cereals bcgan to improve. Stubble ploughing was oushed
forward, but the Iand came up very stickv, and ,ieeddil frost'badly,
I he rmprovement was only temporary, for Februarv. with 3.91
inches oI rain, doubled the normal rainfall.

Oats were drilled under rather wel conditions on lOth- and
beans rvere sown in a better seed hed on 19th. Work then tame
to a standstill, and surface water stood on the land on 2bth and
26th. In spite oI the rain, corn and young seeds had come throush
the u,inter betrer than might hare been"expected. oossiblv owiio
to the_fact that rhe weather had pracrically ilwuyi L""n #ld.

. The. chang_e_came jn .Nlarch. 
- 

A dry month, with frosry nights
and-periods of biring winds, made i marvelious chang6 in-rhe
sodden furrows. Spring corn was drilled under conditidns which
h-ad seemed impossible a month.before. Similar conditions persisted
rvith ApriJ, wiich-was late, and cold, but fairly dry, and enableJ
the.sowing of spring_corn and clover to be compleied. The cold,
sunless weather of the last two months, hov,ever, had given no
stimulus to winter cereals or g.rass, which were still bi-ckward.
^ The_biting rveather of Xlirch and April continued for the
first veek in NIay, and was follorved by the first hot weather of
the year. By the tgth, rhe ground had become so dry that the
young clover began to suffer, but the last week of the month \^-as
cooler and shorvery: the g.rowth of all crops was rapid, and wheat
made_a wonderlul recovery where it had winrered badly. luneblought in a drought which Iasted for abour ? weeks. onlv.l2-inch
of rain lell in the monlh and the ground was never wet,' \.I/inler
corn did well, alrltough oats shoupd a lendency to riDen pre-
maturely. Barlel rvai ralher short jn the straw. but otherriise
unharmed. Hav was secured in excellent order. without a check,
but undersown crops and swedes were at a stardstill. Much
cleaning rvas done in the roots and failows. The drought con-
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tinued for the 6rst half of July, but the last fortnight of the mont!
brought no less lhan 4.08 inches of rain, an amouot which exceeded

the;hole month's rainfall at any of the crop rePorting stations of
the Ministry of Agriculture. The rain came just in time.to save

most of tie und;rso$n crops. Mangolds had, by this time,
received a definite check when grown t'ithout dung' and swedes

were a failure. Wioter oats iut immediately before the rain,
sorouted in lhe shocks in lour days, and the ripening o[ the ot]rer
clreals was delayed, .\ugust wai dull and showery, and straight-
forward harvesting was never possible, although the bulk o{ the
corn was got in during the month. The last week of the month
rvas partiC-ularly rvet, and carting and -stubble- ploughing rvere

stoppid. 'l'he conditions of August were intensified in September,
theie beiog more rain and less sunshine.

A tryiig harvest rvas completed on the 12th. Owing to the
nature of lh; weather, a good deal of damage to tlre corn occurred
in rhe field. Oats suffered most' wheat was rather soft, and
barley only in fair condition. Yields were satisfactory; early sown
rvinter oats and wheat yielded 68 and 40 bushels per acre' respec-
tively, the barley on Foster's field and spring oats on Stackyard,
gave 48 aod 40 bushels per acre. Late sown swedes made more
6af than bulbs, aftermaths grew rapidly, but conditions for
making the second cut hay rvere bad. An extraordinary germina-
tion of weeds took place on the stubbles, but the increasing $'et-
ness at the end of the month, gave n<) immediate prospect for
clearing operations. ()wing to lhe long drought, t-he season had
bee ibad one for rools, but lifting was favoured by the dry,
hard weather of October and November, and the crop v/as 8ot
up and stored in good condition, and with no damage to the land.
Swedes on Wesi Barnfield failed completely over some of the
area, mangolds, grown without dung, yielded a poor crop, but, on
Stackyard field, dunged mangolds gave 25 tons per acre, and
turnips, 1? tons.

OCTOBER, 1925, TO SEPTEMBER, 1926.

A hard winter, late spring, and an unusual amount of lodged
corn at harvest time were the outstanding points of the Season.

The farm 1'ear opencd well, with a warm, dry fortnight, giving
excellenr conditions for stubble cleaning aod handling the second
cut hav, \\'inter oats and a soiling rnixture were got in weJl.

The wiather thefl became rather uosittled, so that the wheat was
.lrilled under wetter conditions, but work in the root felds was
dot seriously hindered.

By the 
-beginning of November, t-heat was being ploughed

in on'Gt. Ha.[enden field, in ordet to push on with the sowing
on land too stiaky to drill. Hard conditions soon set in, ho'weve},
and the month wis unusually frosty- Ground frosts were recorded
on 18 occasions, a d on the 14th, and 17th, there were 12 and t3
degrees of frost respectively. Broadbalk, the sowed area reducetl
to"four acres this siason on account of fallorring operations, was
drilled in a favourable period on 25th, and then snow fell and
stopped work on the land for *re rest of the month. Like the
previous month, December tumed out colder, drier and brighter
ihan ,sual. The 6rst half was a continuation of the frosty
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weather -of November, and from the 2nd to the 6th inclusive, the
grass minimum ranged from 22o to l7o F. During this period
Iittle could be done, and when rain came with ihe thirv i.,
the middle of rhe, month, r.ork was coniined to stubble ploughing.
A brief period o[ frost set in ag.ain at Christmas, and the "monit,

finished warm, damp and muggy. January was a wet montll
wiLh an exceedingly sevcre mid-period. 'l he raintall $as l.llin,
rn excess of lhe average, while the air minimum of 40 1.. regis-
tered on the 17th was the lowest recorded at any of the ciop
w(alher starions of the -\linistry oI AgriculLure during the monrh.
When the air temperature *ri lo f], the g.rass miiimum unde,
the snow was only 20o F. Ploughing coitinued tili the snow
came on the l:lth, when no further work was possible till the
29th. The outstanding feature of February was iis mildness, the
meao temperature of 44oF. being nr_r less than b.EoF. above thc
normal. 1'he month u,1as unusually dull, only 41 hours of sunshine
being recorded. -l'he rainfall wai also rather above the average.
The first three rveeks rvere too wet for seed bed preparation, whiat
rvas yellowing, and grass and clover made no gr-owih.

_ In the drier period of the last week, spring oats rvere got in
under fairly good conditions. Winter oats wlict had -u"de .uhcadrvay lbr the past three months began to show definite signs
of improvement by the end of the month.

March, like the same month of last year, vas very lavourable
for spring rvork. 1'he rainfall of .21in. was l.?iin. below the
average, arrd the lo\,est recorded by any of the crop reporting
statioos. 1'he period rvas also warmir and sunnier tha; us;d, bui
the nights_rvere lery cold and 16 ground frosts were registerei.

The drving rvinds and general conditions u.ere hig:hly favour_
able to spring cleaning, and much work rvas put in6 Stackvard
field during the month- rNew Zealand field a;d Wesr Barrifielrl
were ploughed for the second time and drilled with barlev on a
rather.rough lilth, the rest of the barley being held back iri order
that rain-might soften the clods. The dioughigf March contiaued
into April.- and began to be felt, especially"by germinating seeds.
It rvas broken by irn. oi rain on 8th of the month, but the weather
remained dry for a further week. The last fortnip.ht oI ADril
was wel, and work began to be hindered at the end o? the -.rrith-Ior by this time the rainfall was lin. in excess of normal. Greai
Hoos was dr illed, Great Harpenden undersown, and potatoes $/ere
planled under excellent conditions during the monlh. ' W.inter corn
began to-improve and answer to top drissings, tfre ratt e. uneven
plant of l\larch barley fi1led up by later ger-minations una vounectover made a verl good plant. J\[av w.as an unusua]lv coid lar-e
month, and provided a fortnight of biring rvinds which'caused Lhc
corn to yellow; a milder period followed, but without anv summer
weather.. Barley rvas injured by the cold, but spring oais seemed
more resistaot. Root tilths were difficutt owine jo th'e heavv rains
of late April. Cold showery weather persiste? fo. tf," n.it t uiiof June. Conditions u,ere 

-bad 
for hoeing 

"r; ,li .;;";;;";l
sun._An attack of spring rails on Ba rn field inungold. -ai f"uori"J
by the showery rveather. and was only controiled Uv "n"ia",i.sweeping rvith larrcd sacks. -An carly start *u. -#" *itf ifr.
hay, but progress was slow. The second half of June *;" ;;;
and &rarmer. All the wheat, except that on Little"Hoos, showed
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bad attacks of yellow rust. On the whole in spite of rather un-
pleasant weather, the crops had made favourable progress during
the month- The first fortnight of July brought some real summer
lveather which rvas badly needed for hoeing and hay-making, but
dull wet conditions set in for the second half of the month, and
the heavy rains and gusts at this period were responsible for
the widespread lodging of corn which was a feature of the season.
Winter oats on I-ong Hoos and the barley on'West Barn and New
Zealand fields were badly laid. Wheat aod spring oats made
standing crops. Prospects were good lbr roots, but mangolds
E"anted sun. A feature of the past four months had been their
extraordinary dullness, the period April-July inclusive showed a
sunshine deficit of no less than 180 hours.

August did oothing to redress the balance of sunshioe, but
was remarkable for its dryness. Only l.l9in. of rain fell, which
was the lowest figure registered at any of the crop reporting sta-
tions for the month. Had it not been lbr the lodged crops, harvest
would have been secured in record time. As it was, some of
the barley was not carted by the end of the month. September
opened r.ith l]in. rain in the first rveek and caught the dead ripe
barley in shock, and some of the corn sprouted in the moist, lvarm
period which ensued. 1'he remainder of the month was hot and
bright, aod harvest was completed by the 15th. Potato digging
and stubble cleaning commenced under very good conditions, and
some second cut hay was made. Wheat was the best cereal crop
of the year. Rye was satisfactory. Oats and barley, although
they had the appearance of good crops rn the field, threshed out
badly. Potatoes started late and were checked by the dry spell
in August, but they yielded rvell, 10-ll lons per acre, where they
were completely manured. The crop w:as free from disease, but
rvas only about one-half ware. Srvedes did well, but mangolds,
although fairly good, Dever seemed really to do iustlce to the gene-
rous treatment they received. Meadow hay responded well to
spriog cultivation and nitrogenous top-dressing, and gave a satis-
factory crop.
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