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OTHER LONG-TERM EXPERIMENTS

In addition to the Classical experiments started by Lawes and Gilbert, there are
several other long-term experiments at Rothamsted and at two other sites, Woburn
and Saxmundham, on contrasting soil types. Some of these are discussed below.

AT ROTHAMSTED

The Ley-arable experiments at Rothamsted, on Highfield and Fosters fields, started
in 1949. Their purpose was to look at the effects of different cropping systems on soil
organic matter and yield. The two sites have the same soil type but the cropping
histories of each are very different. Highfield had been in permanent grass for
several centuries; on this site some plots stayed in permanent grass, others went
into continuous arable cropping and some alternated between leys and arable.
Fosters had been in arable cropping for
several centuries; on this site some

plots stayed in continuous arable, some Fig.8 Highfield and Fosters Ley-arable.
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or of applying pesticides for many years.
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