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INTRODUCTION

RothadtEd Erpcdnrntal Statio!, fould€d io 1843 by Joln B.on t Irx,rs,
i! thc oldqt agrfur tursl rEscant ttrtioD iD thc wotld rrd otrc ofth.lstg.lc,
eith . tolal 8tsfi of.bout 8@.It is.itust d on thc Rothsmrc.d cdlr!, wtr(r
its foud.f, was bom itr ltl4. Thc mltDifceat old Msoor Hou.. hld bc.a
tha horDc of Irw6'r arcGtors for 2U) yEars. No\r' it i3 uscd sr s flsidcdtid
hort l for Eembcr! of rtrf aDd viliting vork6s.

A! a yoDDg Esn lrpls was aware of food shottages atrd wid.sP(lad
povcfy i! Fnglrnd fotlowiDg carly ildustrialilrtiotr ltrd forE sv r!. n.cd lo
;!ir. the sErerdl lcvcl ofagica{tual prrcrkr. H. bd scquiGd a d.cp iDtdrst
ir ctcEiitry sod, in 1E42, he patcnt d a lcv o.lhod for producinS iup.t-
phosphat! and stattld thc Lwa chcni.al CoEpaay ro oaoEfacturc t!i! a4
;ih.r haau.s'. In ltc folloviug y..I tr .og8gQd tbr servic6 of J. H.
Gilbcr! e dtmi'l of rioilar agEt ald togetlrt lh.y dcvclopcd ffdd crperl
6cott to rElata .(op Sroy/th to rbr cheEicsl coEpocitioo a.od Daa|rlisl
trj..tD.ot of ioil Thir collaboralioD Lltrd 57 ylan sld ..isblist d DrDy of
t[. pr*ot co@p{a of phd autitioD. Whlat v.s ttcd in tte frtst GspciiEsnt'
laiddova oa Broadbett ficl4 aad expetimeots *ith bodcy, root c.oPE ead

Feslent grs.6 folow.i oD oth.r ficld. of thc hom. f.im. All rtill coatiDue
with sna[ oodifcatioos .nd fortr thc balk of tic 'Rotbanstd Chraicsl
Erpariroaatd. Tha, lt! DoF supplcEcntad by rtraoy a$ual atrd aor,rc ncwcr
lo!&tlfd crFitu.ots.

For lo[g thc Slatioa wss fnaEccd wholy by I.rc,rs, 8t frst ditt tly but
sftlr 188tfrom 8 b.[cfa.rioE of ,lm O0O plt4ed und.( the s&var&hip of
lhc I".wcs Agriribnl Trusr CoemitL. vho b.c.8c th€ Statio!'r CovrmiDg
Body. fbr Trult CoErtrittce meobcn art appointcd hy thc Royrt Socidy of
Lodotr,tb. Royd Agrio tur.l Socic9ofEaglaDqth. Royal Sodctyofcb@
irtry, fom.rly tbc Chcoical Socicty, end the Limc.! Society. Rrrcarch w8.
supportcd eotircly by thc Tflsi furd until l9ll, but froE thrt )l.r lic wott
hri dcp.odcd ilc..ardlgly o! suppori frolo public fu!& sDd now is largely
fnsoced by ar$url 8rsst8 fto'l the Agriq hrel R...4&b Couacil.

IreB did in l9m, rnd durilg thi! c€otu.y thcrc has bc.d a ttc.d,
hcrlalc in lhe Dubbaf, of scicntirt3 worliog at Rotbamsbd. Thc StatioD'3
r.acatrh, st 6lst miiDfy cheaical, i! low Euah brosdcr and iovolYlr sLtrost
.ll 6cictrti0o disciplilcs spplicablc to c{op iDprov.6€o! exccpt lrsditiooal
phrt br!€di8& Thi. rrlte ofworl is dividcd .6o!85t thc d€?ottn ots whore
p.o8r.mDes atr outliDcd bnicdy io rhis boollct Thc FicH ElF.im€ots
S.ction aat6 as co-oadilator bctwaao tha dcpertnao8 and thc Faas i! thc
coDduct of iaH crpcriments ad i5 abo rcspoDsibL for dealing eith YisitoB.
Rorbaostld is aho thc h€adqusrtc[ of thc Soil Survcy of F glend aad $./alcs
aDd houlas thc ComDotre€alth Burcou of Soilt.
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BrooE r Bartr ErFitrlcdtsl Stltion i! Sutrol! a dcporttna[t ofRothaedad
Erp.ri&.il.I Strlio!, ir EspoDliblc for ouch of thc rt'.3rch cfrofl on
!u8er h.ct Th€ wort i6 fn occd by tbc I{birtry of Agknlt[l' s SUB!! Bet
R.r..rch srd Bluc.tio! Coooittcc (SBREO. In 1959 th! L*ts A8tixltut l
Tru$ comEittoc bowht Broom s B.m Far6 (?3 hs) wirh Eooc, g.ntrd by
SBREC ard buii tb. prrtc lsbor.to.i6; thc work previoudy don. at the
DuDholDc Field Stotio! rr! t altf.irEd tbc.! ir 1962

Thc Roltra strd €tat tft odr to 330 h.ctat!6 (tl3 sc(!s), a !rns[ pro-
Dodiotr of rvhich cud.r woodl.lds. About hslf thc litrd is tuitablc for told
cxpcrid.nts. Thc l.awcr Agricuhunl TrBt CoE8ittlc i! alto rcspotrliblc foi
thc WoburE Expcrifirlhl StatioD (76 hr) in Bdfordrhift' and th. lnrall
SarrDuodtaE Expcriro.otal Slstion i! sufiolk.

Rothsortad's roL i! cotiEly i! &ac.lch; it do€a not t ach formal undlr-
8!adua& courEa h igri lturd &i.occ Ho{.rvE , ruifably qu.l!6cd p.oplc
cln oldartata poctgrsduetc rEaarct at RotlaDdad uodcr lahcdrcs whirh
dlor tha6 to rlgist.. for hifh6 dctrE€. at Londotr o. c.firia othcr
Univtcritics.

Thi! bootLet plraairtB a bricf rocourt of tbc laboratory-b8lcd t!r.8ch;
short d.scriptionr of thc wort of .ach lcicdtific departucnt sppcry in the
..rly psgEs of this nsc, vcrlion. A few of thc lotrg-tcrE .rpc'iDlnb et
Rothaest d sr. dBcribcd in dctsil !!d thErE .re ...tioDs otr thc .oil .nd
copping of tt RothMlird FarB. More detailcd iEfordaliod about tt
vort.trd r€sults.ppcar. itr Arlurl Rcports of ttc Strtioa, obtaioabb from
lhc Librarise A lid of otDcr Stafioo publicationr is giv.! oo pag.7l.

The Sr8tr L&t Plsn of Ststion, rld upto-d.tc ioformation on thc work of
tha dcparloaors aod chsryes i! rha frcld cxpcriEeots occurrilg siDcc this
booklct ws! Fitrtrd .tc to bc found itr thc pockct of the back covcr,
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