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INTRODUCTION
By SIR E. J. Russelr, D.Sc., F.R.S.

Tnr Conference at rvhich the following paPers vi'ere read was the
thirtl of its kind held at Rolhamsted. The Reports of the t$'o previous
ones Droved so acceptable to be€keepers that the editions were soon
exhaisted : a larsei edition is being printed this time so as to avoid
this oossibilitv. -This Conference is in several ways lar more
imooitant thin its predecessors: it gives the results of Dr'
Moieenthaler's rvide 6xperience on the sublect, which he himself
cr-E orret to present'; it gives also the results of Scottish
exoerience. orese'nled bv Dr. [Iorison, and of American experience,
kitidtv coniiibuted bv Dr. Hambleton, who, although he could not
Ue tr&e in person, "sent his paper on to be read and printed'
Finallv it sets oui the resulis bf an investigation made here on
Brood"Direases o{ bees by Dr. Tarr, in general consultation-l'Yith Mr'
Morland and Dr. Villiams, during the past three j€ars. The work
was made oossible bv the co-operation of the llinistry of Agriculture
and the A'gricultural Research Council on the one hand, rvith the
BeekeeoersY Associations working through the British Bee Keepers'
Associa'tion on the other : the fir;t time such coUaboration has been
possible, and a treat tribute to the organising ability of the officers
irf the various issociations concemed.- 

Ai a result of this t'ork Dr. Tarr has been able to establish a

clear distinction between Americal Foul Brood and Europea"n

ioJ n.*a ; he has isolated and studied the organism- (a bacterium)
ie."onsiUte ior the {ormer ard is well on the way to clearing up the
corirolexities of the tatter : he has shown that a thi.rd disease, the
.o*itt"a eAal"a Brood, is very prevalent, ard has worked out its
cause and indicated a remedY.-- 

ftt. *ort has been supervised on the beekeeping side by the
exoert Bee Advisorv Comniittee at Rothamsted and on the scientific
;id;;; r.. fviUizims and bv Dr. Schiitze of the Bacteriological
fieoariment of the Lister Inslitute. Atl the exPerts who have

eximined the work agree that it is unusually good and that the
results can be accepted as trustworthy.

It is hoDed theiefore that the investigations car be contrnued
and extendid to other diseases of bees, particularly of adult bees'

There is every reason why the work should go on lnterest ln
beekeepine is undoubtedly inireasing. There are no definite fiSures,

no ceisuJ having been found practicable, but the lnctease. ls

undeniable. The ieason is clear: beekeeping is a very rnterestrng
activity for the amateur and a Promising Iine for the Prolesslonal'
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It adds greatly t9 the pleasure of gardenirg ; it gives a new interest
to the man who has retired lrom t busy li6 in th:e town to a quieter
life- in the country; it is an indispeniable adjunct to the growing
of fruit-which is considerably incieasing in tliis countrv. furtherl
it caters for a healthy and growing public demand: foi honev is a
healthy food, supplying in a very asreeable form somethine not
easily obtainabte elsewhere, and -wh-ich more and more ftopleare learning to appreciate and desrre.

Further evidence of the interest now being taken in beekeeping
and in honey production is that a Natidnal Mark has 6eei
establisbed -for honey. Orving to certain difficulties of definition
It was lound necessary to carr\/ on investisations into tbe DroDerties
of honey ; tlrese have been slarted at Rithamsted undeir a e.rot
provided by the Ministry of Agricult ure and the Research Coincil.It is not unreasonable 1o suppose that these official bodies were
influenced in their decision t<i iear the whole cost oI this work bv
the fact that the beekeepers were alreadv showins the reatitv df
their own interest in the matter by providing funds-for the study of
bee diseases.

The Conference, having heard the DaDers. unanimouslv carried
the resolution- m-oved by Di Gregg and Dr. Thompson ur;ing that
the work should be continued. It wis verygratifyin! to thehot"ham_
sted Staff that two such well-}mown aritioritiis siould have thus
supported their work. We at Rothamsted are preoared to carr.u
on the work: it remains onlv for the Beekeeoiris Associations t'o
do their share. With co-opeiation and good ,iiUiu".o. i, Uo,-a
to come.
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