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THE SNELGROVE METHOD OF
SWARM PREVENTION

By L. E. SNELGRoVE, M.A., M.Sc.

Ir is imtrnssible in the brief time allotted to me to dea.l tully with
my method of swarm prevention and I shall therefore confine my
descriptions to its application to a stock of bees which has not made
preparations for swarming and which is housed iu a " Srmplicity "
or'' National Single-wa.tle-d hive." As I proceed I shall ifiusirate foy
poirts_ by_means of the hive placed at my disposaj to{ay by thi
ofrcials of this station. For tLe importani moaifications ,"oisary
in the case oI a stock which is building queen-cells preparatory to
swarmi!8, Jor the application oI the metloa to other iypes of hives,
for its use in queen-rearing, preparations for the heathifseason, and
detailed working instructions, I must refer my listeners to the book
I have recently published on t}re subject.a -

A good mettrod of swarm control should conform to the following
conditions :-

(l) It should be applicable in all circumstances and certain in its
result when properly carried out.

(2) It should require little time aad labour.
__, (3) rl should not involve the breaking down of queen-cells or
(iI not desired) searchi-ug for tbe queen.

(4) It should provide for annual re-queening, selection of stock,
and iacrease or limitation of stocks as desired.

_ (5) I! should ensure immediate oco.rpation of suprs and no
intem:ption oI honey-gathering or the laying of the queen.

_ (6) Above all it should not involve cruelty such as is oc:casioDed
by the forcible confinement of queen or drones by means of queen
excluders.

The methods I have devised fulfil all these conditionis. fn par-
ticular the amouat oI time necessary to prevent a stock from swarding
throughout the season should be considerably less than one hour, 

-

The success of a stock of bees in resoict of honev-eatherirc
depna: on the uumbe. or it"ra u""t ii.o;ifi; d;;; tf,"E;a ,;?
the main honey flow. Every effort must thereforJ be hade to
sljJnula!9 tle queen to lay plmtitully during the sprilg, and with
tirs end rn !'rew t-he stock must be provided with additional brood
boxes as necessary rmtil the last we& in May. It is easy to prev€nt
swarmhg until t}lis time by judicious increase of the brood n-est and
by supering in the ordirary way.

t " Sf,'arEiDg: its contol aod preveotiotr." (Slel6rove) 1916.

l8
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TIIE CAUSE AND CONTROL OF SWARMING IN BEES I9

When a new brood chamber is added some precautions are
necessary. It is often useless mercly to place it ,Lder the brood nest,
lor in un{avourable weather the bees will confine themselves to their
original combs, prepare queen cells, ald swarm- The new brood
chamber should be placed aDolre t}te original one, ard to ensure tlat
the bees will occupy it two frames of brood with bees should be
lifted from the lower to the upper chamber and placed on either side
of a central empty comb, their places below being filled by two empty
combs or foundation. The same procedure should be followed iI it
becomes necessary to add further-additional brood boxes.

A stock occupying fairly fully a double brood chamber, and
possibly to some extent a super, at the beginning of the last week in
May is in ideal condition for successful treatment. Better results will
naturally be obtained from a stock which has needed a third brood
box.

IJt us now assume that towards the end of May our typical
stock occupies twenty brood frames and that above these theie is a
shallow frame or section rack, the hive having been well ventilated
below by,a_wide entrance and the queen not htving been at any time
restricted for room to lay.
, On a convenient day the brood combs of the stock, with adherhg
bees are separated into two groups-those containing brood, whid
are placed in what we shall call Box A, and others wbich are brood-
less, or nearly so, and which are placed in Box B. lviti the latter are
placed tlg queen and one comb containing a little yor:ng brood.

Box B is then placed under the excluder and wilfbecome the
future brood nest of the stock. Box A containing the brood is placed
above the excluder and the super.

If it is desired to avoid the task of finding the queen it is only
necessary to shake the bees gently oIf the combs of Box A and le1
thern rwr into the hive at t}re main entrance. The queen will then be
in Box B and r:nder the excluder.

The bees in A, separated from the queen by an excluder and the
super, b€in to raise queen-cells. On the fourth day, when the feeding
of the young queens is practically completed, Box A is separated
from the rest of the stock by means of a screen-board. This is
simi.lar to a clearer-board, the clearer hole being covered by perforated
zinc or wire gauz-e. Wedges are cut from the uplrr and lower rims o{
the board so as to provide small €ntrances or exits about l| inches
wide. They are cut on three sides of the board and serve to deprive
the stock in A ot flying bees and at the same time to re-inforce the
stock in B which occupies the supers.

When t}re screen board is placed under Box A, one of the upper
sna.l.l entrances is opened and the flying bees from tlris box return to
the hive by the main entrance, thus re-inforcing the stock in Box B.
By suitable manipulation of the wedges t}re lower stock is still
further re-inforced on two specilic dat6 so that young queeDs
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N TEE cAUsE A}TD coNTRoL oF swA.RxING IN BEES

eEerging in Box A cannot possibly lead ofI swarms because there
are no flying bees to accompany them.

The whole force oI field bees is concentrated in Box B and the
supers. As this stock is deficient in nuse bees, which cannot increase
to excess for four or five weeks, and as by that time tbe oueen,s
laying-power _will have declined, there wili be no tendency'on the
part of these bees to swarm-

The bees in botJr boxes retain t}te same odour because oI the
wire gauze between them. The stock in B establishes and maintains
a column of bees reaching through ttre super to the gauze in the
screen-board, and the super is therefore irnmediately occupied after
the insertion of ttre board-

By simple modification of Box B it is possible to rear several
young queens at one time. Selection of stock is made easy by ttre
application of the method to the best stocks three or iour days
earlier than to the others.

It will be realised that by this method tbe tull force of field bees
is kept at work in the supers, which may be added at suitable interrrals
and..that the young queens are reared under the best possible
conditions.

- The method should not be applied before the queen ha-s reached
the peak period of her laying-that is, usually about the end of Mav.
If it be used earlier the itock may need some relief of its brood nelt
alter tlree weeks in order that ttrere be no late swarmins. Such
relief can be given by exchanging tno combs of brood in B6x B for
two broodl€ss ones in A.

At the end of the honey season the two stocks rnay be united, or
they may be wintered sepirately.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

https://doi.org/10.23637/ERADOC-1-212 pp 5

PLrl! I. SNELGROYE IIETEOD.
A.

B.

.c.

" Bot A " coDt iniDs brood 4Dd young b€€c, i.D ,bich qu6€! oolL
arc rafued.

'' Boi B ' coDtainhs broodlas coDbs aDd l.yiDR queer on oD€
coErb of brcod, to ,hich th€ fyilB bees rcautD.

IIle sDeoial sc&en boarils h.,vinF thre€ pcirs of reEova.blo ontraroo
bloots and a. vsntilation hole iD tho c€rire cov€rcil rlth rL6
tsn e.

T'he sopers.
Que.[ {rcluder Dlaced b€tr.rn queen ch.Drb€r .Ed srper.

D.
E
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