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66 PLACE OF SHEEP IN MODERN FARMING

fieid has a dressiag, every lourth year, of ro cwt. of Basic Slag, or its
equivalent in some form of phosphate. This application of phos-
pi"t". io addition to improving the amoutrt of graziog, I believe,
-britrgs 

old pastures more iato line with young Pasture6, on which sheep

and lambs do so well.

DISCUSSION
Mr. l. F. H. Tuours (Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester).-
This ConJerence has surely brought to our mirds a realization of
the vast Lnowledge possessed by foctnasters, and we must realize

what a preat need there is for a wider dissemiaation of tlat know-

ledge, nit ouly for the benefit of other focLmasters, but also for the
guidence of those tesearch workers who are in a position to investigate
importut problems in sheep husbandry.

'T'here are three tfPes of problems needing full and immediate
investisation:-

"(r) Those relating to breeding and crossbreeding.
(z) nNutritional and management problems.

fu) Problems relating to disease and disease control.
There is a need for the closest co-oPeration between ttre shepherd,

the floclmaster, the research worter, and those who can undertake
the collection and correlation of &ta under field couditions.

In November last the Experimentg Committee of the Bath and
'West Show Society approved of a scheme of iaquiry into sheep

farDirg systens ir south-west Eagland. The main objects of this
cnouitv wete :-

ir)'To remedf tle present lacl of any large scale iaquiry into
the problems of the floclmaster.

(z) To oblain reliable iaformation oD the veried methods of
sheep farming Practised '

$) To asiertain the success of recent modifications in mettrods
of feediag and management.

(,a-i To obtaia in{ormation on the main causes of loos.

iii To d"-oot,t".e the i.mportance of problems in sheep hus-'-' 
bandry which need specialised research under field coa-
ditions.

With the helpful co-operation of the agricultural organizers of tlc
couqties coac;rned in the scheme, a large number of enquiry lorms
were seDt out to floclmasters. As a result of tbat prelimiaary circule-
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tion, in the czpacity of investigator, I have received an immcnre
volume of intereting and valuable information from foctr totalling
aboot 4o,ooo lleeding ewa. A brief summary of this data is now ii
procers of publication as r prcliminary repoft. The committcc har
recommelded that {or the future the investigation rhrll be rcltricted
to f9u1 gain- prollems of major importance.

Admittedly thir whole p-j".t ir an ambitious one, but it is au
erample of a slstematic atteDpt to collect the vrluable iaformeti,oa
which, by reason of his wide experience, the floch.ster po!!ej!c!,

. .Iiaally-the suppon which tte-scheme hes alredy rcceit clcarly
indicetes the iaterest talen in an orgeuized attem;t to collect rni
correl.te fect! relating to sheep farming practicc. ^

^ .J. Hunrn Sxnn (Oatlands, Hertfordshire).-Eight yean rqo
Oallaods commenced a study of bree& rnd crosses o"f srlss shec'D.
During the first four years Ryland-Kerry Hill_"ad Haf_brjj
were tested for lembiag performances and the iambs were also weished
pcriodically. The Half-breds produced more twina, rhd the la'mbs
reached the,marleting age more quickly.

The worh during the next period of iour years concentrated uDoE
the Hal{-breds, and crosses with (a) Soutidown, end (6) Sudot
were tested. The results showed that the Southdowa p.oduc.d earlie.
marletable lambs, There were a number of problcms upon which
ialornation was badly needed, for erample, F t-rot aod Intestinel
parasites, since the life history of some of these parasites was absolutely
unLnown.

Y" J. C. Srrwerr (Nlinistry of Agriculture.-The onc great
ptoblem, was how to get over the depreciation on ewes. It had
been stated that Half-bred e.wes went on until seven or eisht yerrr
old, but where do the thousands of culled ewes that are soid oiL the
Borders everT autumn go I Ttey are purchased for 7os, to gos.
aad-go to England, where ther breed a set of lamb,s and rre then lucky
if, they fetch 4os... -It. seemed that the following suggctions haj
aoYatrtageous possrbr[tres :-

(r) Buy gimmen.
(z) Buy well-bred ewe lambs at 5os.
(3) H_alf-bred lambs put to Hampshire and their lambs again

put to Hampshire.
Another great problem was the equalizing of the hmb supply

on the market. At rhe present time the martet was flooded io somrie',
aad autumn, Lambs born irl September were required, and of all
breeds the Dorset Horn should bi able to accomplish it. Goinc in
for lambs as far as posible all rhe year round wes iuggested
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Mr. Jonn Jorcr (Somenet).-Those floclmasters in Somerset
who had bred tb get two crops of Dorset lambs per year had generdly
stopped it. Breeding from ewe lambs with Dorset Homs was success-

ful on account of the fact that they breed thc first year, lambing at
about seveateen nonths.

Mr. Joar Polrrr (BuckiaghamshirQ.-A Stafiordshire shecp

farmer economized his rams, needed Iewer, and therefore could buy
the best. He toot them out in a mi& foat at night and brought
them in next norning.

A Bedfordshire farmer spoke of the value of Western Horn or
Wiltshire Hora rams for crossiag for fat lambs. They were vcry
rapid growers. Kerry Hill ewes crossed with Western Hora rem
produccd Lob,s which were readily saleable at Bediord ali through
the summer.
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