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PLACE OF SIIEEP IN MODERN FARMING 47

thc ewe I What is the minimum quantity of loots uPon which r've

can successfully fatten sheep ? Catde have received all the attentrou

". all, -i"a.'Arf,ough m'uch use{ul information is to be found in

"1"i-i* oi " lare." numbe. of sheep-feeding erperiments, which

,oo""l.d in the His-bland and Agricultural Society's Transactioas ta

;'.i;:- w}r.t" pra?tical men disagr.e it is frequendy because o[

difi.r"o.., io management' which may obscure the eftect of bad

r.tions or reduce the efiect of good oncs.

HOW I MANAGE MY FLOCK
Br Mrlor V. S. BLAND

Maibotwgb, Vilttbirc

Frnsr of all I should liLe to thank Sir John Russell lor thc honour he

i^'-"""f...a on me by asking me to ted " Paper here to-da7' I
r*f i". oti.. oo-o.ihv of ihe tast which hai beeu given mc' I
*u- 1o*"*t. do mv bit and if I maoage to mate one or two ob-

,"rr"aioo, in the course of this paper which will be of assistance- to

,h*;..g"g"d in the sheep ioauitrT I shall be very satisied aud fcel

that I have oot wasted Your trme.
The subiect which has been ellotted to me is " How I maaage

-" FlJl;' At first sight this sounds a simple straighrforward

,-riri..,, Ura my difficulty-arises in that I feel I shall be uneble to tell

ooo'"o*hio" ioo do ooi already lnow. However, scarcely auy two

i"iai"L "r"'.h" 
and what we'do in one coutttl oI this small but

ri;"J'irf"oa might be quite against the ideas of floclmasten of
other couaties to- mine, nimely Wiltshire, but I trust there mey be

.i"fA ooi",, which miiht be well adapted to other counties'

. I frro on the Wiltshire Downs 6oo feet above sea-level and ra

, o.* .t*.d aqd rattrer late district of North Wilts' Some of the

L"Jir 
".:." 

litt" and the soil consists of strong to light land close to

ih".h"lt.' T"he various farms which all joir consist of about zzoo

""i*-aiUa.J 
roughly at ttre preseut time es follows' One-third

;;;bl"l;;; ,- 
"?r.1. 

oot qoi." one-third Dowas 64o acres aod

rather more'than one-third grassland 87o acres, of which-37o acres

"i" o".-"t*, grass and 5oo-acrcs is temporarT pasture, i'r' arable

land'laid down to grass these last few years owiDg to-the dePr6sroD

in cereal prices. A great deal of it on the bilb' about 33o acres

*ill probrlly never come bact to the plough if my system can PteYent
it from becoming rheeP-sict.
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48 PLACE OF SHEEP IN MODERN FARMING

.l.am, asTou may laow, a breeder of pedigree Hampshire Downr
and keep a flocl of 3zo ewes for ram-breidia! purpoaes-, which with
the. co-operatiou of my shepherd have been-viry- successful at the
verious shows these last few yers. I would hire lile to mate a
strong point, that half ttre battle ia succes{ul sheep-farming is t}re
close co-operation betweeo tie foclnaster and hir shepherd-. The
owtrer musr lool well ahezd to provide ttre necessary food and change
of crops and he must have a good shepherd to mai. the bot ,r.'of
them, paniculerly ia the cese of arable land sheep. The other
focls I leep consist oI 3zo Kerry Hill ewes rnd 4zo kerry Hill aad
Exrnoor.

I will first oI all deel with the Haopshire Dowa foct on arable
Iand.as I 

-consider the managemeat of i Hampshire Down foct for
ram.breeding_to be very similar to that of a floct tept for early lamb
production which I would ash all ttrose who live in-suitable ditricts
to consider. In early la'qb production you have natural protectioa
from foreign dumping and very few of the commodities wi oroduce
have tbis- natural protection, {unher also the supply b'linited.
For earlT lamb production there is no doubt in my iiirioa that the
Hampshire Down breed is pre-cmiaent owing to'its'eerly maturity
qual.ities, aad with good maa"g.-.ut you glt " hmb oi ercellent
guality and good weight ia a short tin9. To produce this, lembiag
should commeace in December ot eerly Januarywhich meas tuming
the rams ia ia August. No doubt thl irst food for the ewes at thi-s
time, to be commented about fourteen days before turning t"he rams
ia, is rape aad sainJoin so as to ptoduce as many twi.ns as p,lsible aud
also, rather aa important poitrt, to reduce the lingth of tiile of lamb-
iag and t}rus get the lambg more level. F,;ting this I believe the nert
best method is for the ewes to be turned ouiia small lots ou grass-
lend. I generally try to g€t the ewes oo to rape and sainfoia cletias
up behind the iam'hmt. AJter the ,"-r'h"r. b".; t.I;;;;
low Ieediag {or a ti-e is all the ewes require, consistiag of a Dowir
9ol"g .I9 _d"y aud layiag behind other iheep at aight,-such as ewe
lambs wbich have been tept for stoclr to come in io ih" flo.t th"
following year or late lambs to be fattencd. The ewes will contiaue
to do well oa this keep up to towards the end of October. Wheu
November com-es ia I generally go on to white tumips end ti,e Dowas
at-day-ti.Ee. Should frosts ttren start a rmall quantitv of hay is given.
This is continued until mid December whea the floci is talen 6 the
6eld on which they are to lamb. I like marrow kale and swedes Ior
this purpose. During the last monrh at least before lambing, it is
very important to lay the ewes as dry as possible at night and thl ideal
is to have an old clover 6eld aeat-by on which they can be penaed
should the root grouad get verF wet and muddy.' A fortaight at
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PLACE OF SHEEP IN MODERN FARMING 49

Lasi befor. lambhg the ewes are started on ce.ke to iasure a supply
of milk when they lamb. I usually feed I to I lb. until lambilg .nd
then increase to r lb. alter theT have lambed according to the supply
of roots and the quality of the hay. To ensure ease in lambing
no doubt a proportion of the cale should be linseed. This I em

sure is paid for maay tines by the numbcr of lambs and ewes saved

at birth through this sale larative food.

Iust a word as to the lamb yard. Many lambs are ruined from
being kept io the pen too long. Strong siogle lambs scarcely ever
see tle pins but go direct into oqe of the various small sheltered Tards
which I have joining the central lambing Tard where the ewes are

laid at night. Twias and young ewes have a separate pen aud extra
ieeding. As soon as possible, weather permittiag, the ew€s- 1nd
lamtr go out on to the roots, swedes aod lale, the lemb yard being
ro .rr"og.d that thel are able to 80 out to tle roots eld come bad
to the shelter as they please. One important poiat here, kcep the
yards well bedded up with straw so as the lambs lay dr7. Ncver
Lt them ley in mud'as.hilling will soou result. The lambo should
be got on to trough lood as errlT as pocsible. A good mixture can

be made of such ingredients as linseed cate, beans, Pqs and locust
beans (finely kibblea), flaled maize, rolled oats and pea cheft. I
endeavour io plan enough swedes aud tale to last uutil the fint
weet in May. Should I lool lile being short of roots, I pgt in -sole
rye in the autumn and a useful fortaight's leep can be hed with the
addition of mengels thrown out several days aheed'

After roots are finished I lile a cheap grass secd mirture such as

Trefoil and Ryegrars which I put in especially as a catch crop for the
ewes and lambs- after a second com crop. The folding aod half-
fallowing is a good preparation for wheat. A verT geaeral practice
i.n my district, iasteed of putting ia seed especiallT' is to teep bacl
an oid clover field which so long as ewes have Dot bcen folded on
it the previous year, makes a very useful feed with ttrc mengels. 

-
Iu 

-early 
lamb production most oI the lamts will be sold whilst

on this grass in April and May, but enough should bc planaed to carry
on the 

-later 
lam-bs and ewe lembs if they are kept fol stocl, until

the vetches are ready about the first weel in Juae' Winter vetches

and spring vetches will carrf on the lambs until rlpe is ready, and

iI this can be arranged to join a sainloin field, nothing will do sheep

better than rape and sainfoio. This brings me to the commencement
of the year agiin. During the summer all the ewes require is to go

to Dowas by dey aod clear up behind lambs at night.
I thinl ilis coyers the maio poiots of an arable fock, and no

doubt where one has dry arable land the method I have outlined
is undoubtedly remunerative Ptrrticularly so should corn prices
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50 PLACE OF SHEEP IN MODERN FARMING
i.mprove. In early lemb production both the ewes and the rans
mult be fed we[ a"s otherwise tiet touch in the lambs which is so
essential to get the top price ir just missed.

Now I come to the mangement of the grass ewe floch. This is
a comparattvely new sl5tem of sheep farming on what was ouce
arable land and I coosider it is still in its erpe"rimental stage, but I
give you 

-here 
the-s)rstem which these last few'yean has *oried so f".

guite well and with which I propose to carry oD. After this year,
when my sowiag down for the time beine wiU be completed. iher.
will be eight grass fields for each fock aveiaging about j.6 acres eachin additioa to the Dowas already meotionfo." This grassland and
Dowas.is not 

-ooly coniled to sheip, as a large uumber "of cattle have
beea wintered out this season. Thi temporiry grass fields are heavily
stoded from spring to autuma and hence ar. oj fittle use in winter,
and the Downs are rested from sheep all the summer in order to srow
Leep for the wilter. I inteud to run these temporarr grass fiel3s in
a fourcourse rotation as follows: First year hay 

"od 
aitermath Ior

sheep, second year sheep, tlird year cattie, founh year sheep aad so
on, and by this meaas, I have so far, and hope to avoid. slieep_sick
laud which I thint may prove one of the greai.st difr.uliies iri ar"s"
sheep farmiag. Beiag a late district the .i-r r.. not turned in intil
the beginning of November, so as trot to have any lambs before Aoril-I try to save two or rlree 6elds for each floct for some reels beibre
turniag the rams ia in November so as to g€t a sood fresh sreen bite
which will last the ewes Ior a month or 

-rix ,r,iels. TL.'.*., "r.divided into as smrll lots as posible. These and other of the Dew
grass 6elds carry the ewes on until December, and then the ewes are
traasferred to t-he Dorrns by day and rootr at night. I generally
arrow flyeot7 to ttycDtl-hve acles of roots for each flocl to last them
uatil he middle of March, which I fiad of great assistauce to the ewes
as my Downs are not sufrcient aione. I do not believe in the., Test
of eadurance system " for grass sheep, and they require everv bit as
much atteDtion es arable land sheep, but oo" -"i cao lo6l after
a ouch- larger focl aud the leter &ie of lambing ecoaomizes extra
labour from t-he stafi of the farm, and funher d"uriog the summer
theshepherd has tiue to help at the busy periods of hai and harvest-

The ewes have cotton cale aDd oats at ieast a month before lamb_
ing, as the stronger the ewes are at lambing time far less will be the
losses, lu April we hrariablF get one very wet ead cold weet at
leest.

About a {ortnight before lambing the foch so€s to a sheltered
field with fresh gras adjoioing for the ewes 

"nd 
-l"mbs to be oassed

ou into after lambiag. The less grass ewes ere handled at lailbins
time, if ttre wezthcr is good, ttre better, but in order to facilitatl
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drawing out the ewes and lambs lrom thoee which have not lambed,

the "*L ".e 
alwavs brouPht into a large pen at night. The singles

are Dut topether ir one held and the twins in another. I do not
lik. '*or,ini, to comroence with, more than flfty ewF 11d th9 f9u-ng
lambs togeiher, and this can be quite well done by dividing the fields

,o with iemporarv nettinP and so leep passing them along.
' Fo. th. iot of ,t. s,i-mer the ew"s,nd lambs are taken from

one grass field to aaother and round again, as undoubtedly conetaut

chanees are one of the necessities for success.

Tie best lambs are sold straight from their mothen in August,
and I weau the smaller and later lambs at the same time and get them

on to trough food which tley readily take to within a week or ter
davs. At weaning time I physic them as a precautionary mearule'
I Jarry these lambi on during Septemb". 

"nd 
October and draw from

them as thev set fit. The cult lambs are got on to roots and are grown

on aod f"tten-ed 
"nd 

sold in February aoJMarch. During September

and October oae oI t}e best fecds for grass lambs is young clover

alter harvest should tlis be available. The ewes after weaning will
live and pick up alrnost anvwhere.

T'Ir" giass oo. rrrort suitable to the s/3tem I lave mentioned is

one that-is hardy, but I think a Iar greater point is to have one that
is adaptable so t}at iI it is necessary during the wiater to feed roots,

hav oi cake. ttris can be done without undue trouble and delay' At
thl present'time for my s;ntem I favour the Hampshire Down ram

crossed with the Kerry Hiil ewe' This cross produces a good quality
lamb with size suitable for any purpose, and the ewe lamb has every

aDoearance of making 
" "..v otiful Haff-bred ewe' I have a small

n'u-b"r oI z-tooth des of this b..ed crossed again witl a Hampshire

Down rau with which I am experimenting this seeson. Although
beine vouns ewes thev have lived with the older Kerry Hill ewes,

and 
""t'th" 

iresent time look every bit as well. My objective -here,
is ia view oi the fact that I keep two grass focks, to be able to breed

ewes lor one of the flocls so that I only have one lot of Iresh ewes

to buy every year.
In'conclusiou, I should lite to mention what I consider are tte

esential things so far as we Lnow at present as regards grass shcep

on arable hnJ freshly laid down, namely, the ewes must be as strong

as possible at lambiag time and the lambs given a good start, frequent
chlnges of fields anJ not on the same fields yeai after yerr without

" r.ri 
fro- sheep, and lastly, dry laying.

I was instructid to be practical, ancl I hope I have not been ua'
dulv so bv soine too mucb into detail.

hin"ul, f shJuld like to say a word as regards the Hampshire

Down bieed. This breed is undoubtedly renowned for its early
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52 PLACE OT SHEEP IN MODERN FARMING
Eaturit/, Iardiness, aad quality of mutton and wool as was again
proved by its success over all breeds at Smithfield this last year. There
has, I believe in rhe past, been a prejudice against this bieed as repards
difficulties at lambing. Hampshire Down breeders have reilized
this for some ;rears, qad they have and are concenrraring on producirg
the t1?e o, ram which is needed for present day requirements. I
elpect many of you have heard of our Marlborouqh sheep trials
which have been carried oD these last few years. In our trials last
year the Hampshire Dowa ram'was used amongst other breeds of
ram$ oD several difierent breeds of grass ewes, and no trouble was
reported at all as regards lambing difficulties and the lambs from the
crosses were without a doubt very favourablT commented upon,

_ Further, I should lile to mention that one of our largest commercial
floc_L owners has cerried on very successfuJ.ly one of his large flocts
of Hampshire Dor,va enes eotirely ou grass for these lest few years
a.ud has gaiaed ewards in tle floc} competition with his foc[. I
coDsider the H.mpshire Dowa ram, providid careful selection is Bade
when purchasing which is necessary with whatever breed is used, is
the finest ram {or almost any breed of ewe.

GRASSLAND SHEEP IN HAMPSHIRE
.Br H. EDGAR

RicbJod, Duc*

In considering the place of sheep ia modem farming it Eust be
admitted that sheep haye ia the pist, and probably will have in the
future, a prominent place in Agriculture. In the o1d days, sheep were
considered a uecessary adjuncr to corn farmiog and in thesi days
when perforce more land musr be laid to gr"r.,1hey still hold th;ir
PosrtroD.

-_, 
The lren{ of eveut! appear to be tumiag more to grass sheep,

We are faced with undreamt of competition in grail gr-owing, and

Ili!-I.am not prepared to assert that wheat is aot tlte teystone of
British Agriculture, I am convinced that stod has to be the bactbonc,
and for preference I pin my faith to the ewe and cow. This is a solid
conviction borne out by my erperience on ttre graio growing belts
of Canada aod a fairly ertensive laowledge of land ia Engho"d. L
Canada and like countries, land can be had cheapln easily acquired,
more economical to work, has no standing charges to'beai as in
England, and cheap transport. Here our erpenses are heavy aad
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