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2+ PLACE OF SHEEP rN MODERN FARMING
Srat!-4 however, suffcient of tlis is not availeble it should bc
supplemented with au allowance of han in aay case in very roup,h
ryeatAer, when the grass is covered with ,oo-, ,o-. shluld E"
allowed, a few loads of any kind of rootg thrown aboot the p"sture"
will be readily e.teD, as soon as they have become accustomed to
them.

In my own case Iast seeson I had for utc scveral small prstures
oj flour 7 to l8 acres, these I hrd top dressed at itrtervab ;f about
sir days, this gave me a continuous supply of grass for a lons oeriod-

-. I started- marletiag the lambs as fai io, tf,e seaside trad"e,'but I
discontinued this as I found I could mate more per lb. of tilem as
stores in lots of 5o or a rm.

I have never had to give thc ewes concentr.ted foods. as they have
alwayr lept ia good condition without them.

SHEEP MANAGEMENT
Bv JOHN JOYCE

Milvtrto4 Eonzrtct

Our farm is altogether about 5oo actes, part is on the new red sand-
stone, and part on the Deyonian formarion. The red land part is
situated in the Vale of Taunton and the other part is ia the hill countrv
to the west of that vele. This latter part ;onsists of pasture bnj,
some of it recently laid down, and our arable laad is on ttre former
red sandstone land in the vale.

Our focl is a pedigree ram brecdiag one of the Dorset Down
variety whose breeders claim thar it possesses all the best ouelities of
both t-he Hampshire and Souttr Down breeds without ttrir defects.
It consitts of 3m ewes, these r,yith their lambs after the lambine period.
and with roo ewe tegs most of which cach yer go into tlitiock to
replace what we term " of-goilg,' ewe, mali nearly 8oo sheep

{uring March and April. The .. ofi-going " ewes consist of foui
Linds-those whose udders are defective, those which have had a bad
time ia lambing, those tiat we deem too old to be lilely to breed
another crop of lambs successfully, and last comes dre wiedirg out
of the wont ewes, which conform least to the ideal type aad shaie of
ttre breed.

After thc drafting of ttrese lour clrsses from the last ye.r,s ewe
fock we count what are left, and ttre difiereace between this lumber
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and roo is madc up lrom the very best of the roo ewe tegs. Generally

"Uorit 
aglry of ticm is requirid leaving fifteea or twenty of these

."^ to b"" slld. and the old draft ewes ;bo are fattened and got rid
of'geaerdlT in April and Ma7. This system we heve followed

reeularlv for nearly forry Ycars.
" B".'rnoioe the ve"t at ih" m"ting time, the first of August' we rNe

er sirJ sir oi r"t.o ,.-. end ram lambs' picling a proportion of- thc

ewes for the individual rams, sornetimes placirg two rams together'

We select these rams with the grertest care aud choose those which

conform as nearly as possible to ih. b"tt shape and- rype of ttre breed,

but there is always,'try as we will, a difierence individuelly iu the

character and shape ol ihese six rams, and so wc select and mate cwes

rnd rems on the plan of lite being mated with unlite.
We have no ioom for the ewes during the tuPPing season orr oul

vele land. and so thev have to run in differeqt fields on the hill country

oastures. each lot with a ram whose character and substrnce is more

It to, opp"sit. to the character of the eweo which which he is

runniog.
Weiolour the breasts of the rams, for the first three weeks, with

vellow- than the aext tbree with red, thea with blue and then with
tlach. 

' 
Each of the sir rams is given a number, l, 2' 3' etc'' and every

weel we narl the ewes that hive been served during the past seven

&vs bv each individual ram with the number that stands for that
o"iti.,il", rem. All the ewes that have been served during the first

iee} ere merked high up on the near shoulder, those served during

the second rr,eel oith. nea. side, the third week on the near pia,

the fourth week high up on the ofi shoulder, the fifth week on the

ofi side, and the sixth week on the of pin.
Moit of the ewes are served during these six weets' but those

that turn to the ram again, whether it be the third, founh, frIth or

rirat r""al, ".. ,e-m"rki a.cording to the week they were Iast served'

io thir."i.fol -"tkine of the e*"i."ch week. we are able at the eod

oi nin"teeo weeks' gesiation to tale them out and brinS,them near

the lambing p"o t ih"." they can be watched and cared for more

.it"otio"lt-" thi. h"pp"ot 
"boot 

the 2oth of December' Sometimes

the ewes tiat will notiamb until March are retained in the hill country

i"r-., th" early lambing ewes only beiag taken home to the vele

ferm.- 
W" ol"ce the rams with the flock about the first of August and

t le them out on the first of Novcmber' and that gives us a lambiag

period of January for tle principal ones, some later ones in February,
-rnd the verv last come in March.

The ewk run in those hill couutry districts until the end of

Nore-b., wh"n they are taken back to the vale farm at Preston and
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26 PLACE OF SHEEP IN MODERN FARMING
there folded on the ley ground on t}le third crop of first year,s clover
and, italiea. They are giveu hzy and a sma.['allowance of turnip,s
hauled out to rhem each day.

Our lambing pen is the uslal one adopted by most breeding flock
owners whose ewes lamb dowl in the moltL of January and F.b?u".y.
We select the spor for the lambing pen ia a pJn "i "'t"" naa *1.r.
t"he. pen has not been for maDy years aud which will be pleqted to
cabbage a few months later. The ewes are talel in over'nisht itrto
a space io the middle of the peu, whilst all round are small peis made
Just large enough for a ewe and her lambs,

. Ours beiug-a-ram. breeding foc[, and since we turn out our r:rms
ror servlce t-he tollowlng August, we male a poirt of arranghq for a!
many of our ram lambs as possible to have the whole of fret I of
oue ewe to itself and not have to share it with aaottrer, that is to say,
those ewes which hrve two ran lambs, one is talen ;.;;f-; A.
dam. and placed to another ewe. Those .*o ;U.h fir;;-;
coasisting of a ram and ewe lamb, the ewe is t"l* 

"*"v fro--in"
mother leaviog her with one ram lamb only to bring ;;.' - - -
- The ewe lambs tlat are taLen 

"way 
aie pla..d"wiih single ewe

lambs for the motler to rear tw" ew. t"'mus irist""J.i 
-""",-;ili.;"

ram lambs that are taleu away from rheir mother t"l. ai" pt"." of
lamDs that dre and the rest are placed at first with a ewe ihat has
11iugl9 er_ve lamb, and then her own ewe lamb i, t"l"o "*"r t"to,
11.,^I ,h. .idr,rtages of.tJre.lambs, existence, -a i" i..i  i i."s,
utrtll the rarn Lmbs are sold, sir or seven rnouths, the ewe lambs aie
placed in the gallery and the ram lambs get ttre stalls and oit !

During January aod February as thelambs come they'are marled
accoromg to rherr dtllerent sires. The ewes with their Lmbs arc
folded.first, close to-the pen then on the other f.yr, -J "fa*-al*.are hushed on the clover stubbles, and in March, ttrey are folded ou
ll:d..r.oa lale,.a good paT of tlig swedes havini b;il;;;;;r
prevrous to tte j9ldi38, The lambs ru! out tlr;ugh a lamb hurdle
lnto the next fold which their mothers wiil have thi nert d.ay aad so
on, where they get lamb troughs and a mixture 

"f 
pr"i" .;i li";;

cake always available for them. The lambs eat ofi- the best of thelale and swede greeos and some of the swedes i. ,li, f..", i",-,- ia
their mothers came along nert day and .t.", op *lrt th"f i;;; bf,.
r ne ewes have a leed once a day of hay aad a mixture of deconicated
cate and grain.

,About the beginai^ng 
-of - 

April the swedes and lale are 6aished,
and we haye always a field of Italian ard trefoil ready lor ttrem which
has received, during February, one cq.t. per acre of sulphate of
ammonia to. push it along and male it with mangels a good'and sub-
stantral totdrDg ior them. The lambs still run in the front be{ore the
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ewes getting mangel to nibble with their trough-food as before.
This field lasts them until about the midclle of April when our first
piece oI trifolium, winter barley and vetches mixture is ready lor
them. The 6eld oI Italiau and trefoil they have just finished and
left is immediately ploughed and transplanted with thousand headed
lale plants for feeding with the lambs in August and September.
Incidently, we keep two fields conveniently placed for the purpose
of growing this catchcrop followed by kale one year, and the next
year it goes into barley or wheat, into which the seeds of Italian and
trefoil are sowa for the year after.

This fint piece of trifolium, as above stated, is usually finished
about the Ioth or r2th of May and planted to mangel wurzel or beet,
when the sheep are taken on to another piece of mixture of the same
sort, but which was plauted in the autumn about th-ree weeks later
than the first field was planted. Previous to commencing this last
field, the lambs are weaned from the ewes and the ram lambs are
divided from the ewe lambs, the ram lambs getting the front folds,
the ewe lambs following them, aDd most o{ the flock of ewes are turoed
out to the hill pastures where they remain until the following autumn.
The draft ewes which are fattening are kept in the fold behind the
ewe lambs to clear up what is left from the folding of the two front
lots of lambs. Each Iot has mangcls placed in the fold for them,
with cake and grain in their troughs.

The aert piece that this folding flock is talen on to is a piece of
late variety of trifolium sown with a larger proportion of vetches
than was sown in the last piece they folded. In the next piece after
this is finished they are taken on to a crop consisting of vetches alone
planted not before October or November, and from this when finished
they are taken to a field of vetches and rape which were drilled in
March. With the finishing of this last piece time has taken us on
to about the 2oth of July. The land that they have folded during
tle past three or four months is planted as follows, the first piece with
mangels and beet, the second and third pieces with swedes and Lale,
the fourth and last piece with common turnips.

Now we come to the time for preparing the ram lambs Jor sale

and gettiag them out to the markets. They are taken on to a piece
of Lale the planting out of which, after the Italian and trefoil I have
already described; and they have also now a run out once a day on
eftermath clovers, aod Iolded at Dight either on the lale or the clover,
according to the weather.

The greater part of these ram lambs are sold in August, and when
moct of ttrem are gone we are able to pick our ewe lambs for future
breeding. This is doue very carefulln for we pict only a little more
than half of our whole number of ewe lambs for this purpose and which
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28 PLACE OF SHEEP IN MODERN FARMING
will a year after be incorporated irr the ewe floct. The cull ewe
lambs now take the front fold and place, the rams having been sold
and gone, ard these culls are either sold for breeding or fattened
out i1 the autumq for ttre butcher,

The ewe lambs retained {or the floct are rur behind thet culled
out sisters, aqd as the culls get sold they get a better time. Both
lots are folded oo. tle aftermath, the culls ia frout aDd their sisters
bchhd, aad they- have a bite of tale also every day which has been
drilled in the previous May. The ewe lambs for [eeping sorretines
mn oD the pastures after thet crop of tale has been done, for a while,
and finally are wiatered on the late turuip crop which followed the
sprilg vetches and rape, as we have seen, with cribs full of hay ooce
a d^y.

With tlis system of foldiag and feeding we avoid a good maoy oI
the complaints which sheep are subject to and which-we hear aad
read about, such as flu-te, scour, worus, fever, etc.: also the land
farmed lite this is kept in good heart and coodition and is able to grow
the maximum crops of the neighbourhood pretty regularly whatever
the seasotr may be. This system is tosdy in laboui and-sometimes
we get what we call stripping between the toes oI the sheep and {oot
rot. We have tried most of the things which have beeu advertised
for this trouble and have adopted a foot trough made of oah which
we tale about aud which we fill with a solutiou oI sulphate of
copper ia water, and through which we wall the sheeplqaqq .,
rwice a week ia summer. We have, however, come to the conclusion
which confirms the,opiaion of a very good old shepherd in the west
country, ttrat ia order to get and leep sheep,s feet soutd it does uot
Eatter so much what you srrile t-hem wirh, or what solution yori
use ir the foot bath, but what does matter is the amount of importauce
which rhose ia charge o{ the sheep attach to the curinq and keepine
their floc} free from this complaint. For this there is no ...y or miral
culous r,emedy,-no waving the hands over them aud ir is gone,-but
it is rather, I tell my shepherd, a question ol,, prayer and Fasting,,

-that is, agonisiag iu the miad about it and treating the matter-of
avoiding and curing tlis diserse of greater importaoce than their
own eating and drialiag.
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