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THE PLACE OF SHEEP IN
MODERN FARMING

Bv F. A. THOMSON
Li!. StorL Int?cctor, Dryarncat oJ ,lgiaituc Jor *otlatd

Tnr extraordinary number of acres formerV under cultivation in
both England and Scotland which have ceased to be ploughed and
which have been laid down to pasture, will eotirely change the cou-
ditions of modern farmiag and ia these changing conditions sheep,
of nccessity, must play an important paft. It m.y be oI iuterest
to note that ia Scotlaod alone the decrease in arable land, altlough
ouly |r per cent. of the total acreagg lmouDts to over 33rooo actes,
ead the incrcase ia the sheep populatiou in the corresponding period
shows an increase of over 96ooo. Of this incrcaie 93 per cent. of
the total reptesents the increa$e in ewe stocL and in sheep under onc

Iear old. The poor teturn from cereals, the cost of producing the
raid cereab, the cost of growing roots, has resulted ia nany acres of
the poorer land being left in grass lor which stock has to be pro.
vided. In eycry countl one finds that the plough hes ceased to bc
used aud to meet the6e changing conditions, one has to lool for the
most profitable animal to compen&rte for tlre lqss in areble farmiag.
Wc aatunlly must consider whether we can lool to better returns
from cattle or {rom sheep, and in the minds of most we find we
must consider ttre question of breediag and feeding sheep rather ttrra
in the poseible profit from cattle grazing. Unless we live ia an aree
io which c.ttle can be out wiatered without ertra or edditioud
feediag we will have no option but to graze our winter pasture with
rheep. We mry have to sumtuer graze these same pastures with
c.ttle, but to me there will be little profit in this as we will hrvc
too mau, buyers all desiring cattle in the first of the year and all
coming bacl iato t}le marhet at the same time. Atr artificial dc-
rornd is beiag created at one time and an over-supply at another.

The questioa then before us is: " wh.at cless of sheep stod ia

most suited to our iadividual requirements and from what source
ought we to purchzse." Great caie has to be erercised in the gelec-

tion of sheep stoci6, far more so thaa ia the selection of other farm
*odg carc that the aainals are talen from poorer soils to better
soils, crre that the land from which the animals come is healthy and
not subject to disease peculiar to sheep, and that the chanSe iD con-
ditions will result in monetary advantage to the purcha3e!. Otrc
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must also bear in mind that certain land may not be good feediag
land although good breediag lao.d aad oicc octsa. We must keeP

io view that our main object is that the ultimate test of our selectioa
must be the usefulaess of the carcase to the butcher and through him
to the public. The &ys of the heavy weight bulloct has gone and
so have the days of the greasl or fatty carcase of sheep. The de-
mand for a carcase full of meat with only a small percentege of Iat
is uow what we must try and achieve or else we must acccpt a co[e-
sponding reduction in the price oI our mutton. To what breed thea
must we confine ourselves if we'desire to put before the public what
they want and ia so doing, bring to ourselves the profit we so much
desire end require at the present tine.

Are we to confine ourselvB to pure bred sheep or should we con-
sider the question of the cros of ttoo pore breeds whicl will suit
our farms. The supply of pure bred sheep required in aoy area is
limited, and the breeding of these should thea be bettet left to thosc
whose farms arc especially adapted to this purpose. There is a demaad
and there will be a demand for a cross which supplies . cerc.se not
too heary and a sheep which will be eesily fed.

In bTgone days it ir recorded that the Border sheep breeders
wcnt to England to buy the improved Betewell Leicesters, aud
further east to Liucoln to get pure bred Lincoh tups to mate with
the sheep of ttre Cheviot Hills, and at e more receut date we have
been indebted to the breeden of the Down breeds for sires to be used
ia crossing Scotch ewes for the production oI early lat lambs.

I should lile to refer to the chief breeds of sheep in Scotland
which are and will be a factor in the " back to grass " movemeot of
the present day- Fint of all we have that great improver of othcr
breeds, that sire which imparts to his progeny, when used ia cross-
ing, all his good points and omits all his defects, I mean the Border
Leicester. As a breed by themselves they are too much indined to
put on uselers fat and are of a weight not much in demand, but when
used as a cross they are exactly what is wanted. On our two moua-
tain breeds-the Blactface and the Cheriot-they produce ideal
sheep.

The hardy Bledfacc sheep of our heather hills, livhg at an alti-
tude where they have to withstand seyere weather conditions aud
have to live on lend where other breeds of sheep would have a poor
existence or die, are ouly fed with other foods, than what thcy
gather, for tlemselves, when the ground is snow-bound. Tte
eristence of Blactface sheep and heather go together. As tlcir oaole
implies these sheep have black faces or may be black end white, arc
horned and have been endowed by nature with coats o! feeces suit-
able to the climate ia which they have to live. The wool is loag ia ttre
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fibre and is such thet rain does not easily penetrate, as it can do in
other Lhds oI fleeces. On the higher hills a proportion oI the ewe
lambs are lept to make up the ewe stocl but the wether lambs and the
rest of the ewe lambs find theil waI to the open market. If these
wether lambs are put on to fairly good arable land they put on flesh
rapidly and come to the market in light carcases oi z5 to 4o lb. Ior
whicb there is a ready demand. On the lower ground where Blacl-
face ewes are Lept thly are usually crossed by a Eorder Leicester tup
and we have a cross which in Scotland we call " grefaces "-they
would resemble your mules. These animals have usually black and
white, or brom and white or white faces, may have small scurs or
homs, heve better wool than BlacUaces, commanding more rloney,
have deep well sprung ribs, good giSots, are hardy and being from
Iand either at a fair altitude or poorish land----once arable-will, when
brought to more congenial conditions, prove good " doers " and put
on mutton rapidly on good keep. It should be tept in mind that
lambing does not usually start in th6e focls till April, and tlat in
August or September wheu these lamb,s are sold they are just ofi
their mothers and are at an age when they can adlPt themselves to
a change in conditious and so improve rapidly. Again, if it be our
desire to carry them on as store lambs they can be wintered on grass

land, and require no artificial Ieeding excePt in time of snow' The
carcase weight of these are wheu ten to twelve montbs old round
about 55 to 50 lb. I can thoroughlf recommend those sheep to
those desiriog a hogg or tegg u/ith a good carcase not over fat and

a sheep whicl can be sold at any time of the year. The purchase of
these in forward condition by anyone desiring to have them for
short Leep cannot be too strongly advocated. Before we Pass_to othe!
breeds I ihould lite to say, tor a farmer farming poorish or thin land,
that the ewes usuatly cast from the hill at five or six Tean old will
provide excellent stock to cross with a Border Leicester or similar
iup. Do Dot attempt to cross them with a tup of certain of the
Down breed as tley apPear to be too far aPalt and the cross resulting,
in my experince, was disappointing, too manF being nondescript, of
which one would not be proud in any market.

The other mountain breed of sheep in Scotland namely the
Cheriot may be said to be of two types, those bred in the_Ctreviot
Hills and those bred ir the ertreme north of Scotlaod, in Caithaess

and Sutherland. It is not Ior me to go into the way in which these

have been bred, but sufrce it to say that theF haYe the more important
points in common and suit the laod on which they have been bred.
they havc white faces, black muzdes, sharp eyes ia their heads,

erect c2B, good wool, well-sprung ribs, good shoulders, and Sood
in tleir giSots. Their wool ii very much finer than the Black faced
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12 PLACE OF SHEEP IN MODERN FARMING
sheep and commands a better price. From the north of Scotland
a considerable number of Cheviot lambs go to the north of Englaad
counties to be fed ofi. They are easily fed and finished. The same
epplies to this breed as applied to the Blackfaces-they are cast on
the hill, at a certain age and if these are put oo to good low grouud,
crossed with a Black Leicester or similar ram will produce great
lambs.

Then we come to a breed which has ircreased il popularity'il
recent years. These are tle first cross between a Cheviot ewe and
a Border Leicester ram. They are knowa as HalI-breds. It has
also been a common practice to cross the Half-bred so produced witl
HalI-bred with good results. This has often been the custom in
districts where the land was considered too good for Cheviots ald
not good enough for Border Leicesters. Opinion difien as to which
are the better sheep, but this is a point we need not enlarge on. Half-
breds are undoubtedly valuable animals. They have the hardy con-
stitution of the Cheviot, with a better or closer feece than the Border
Leicester allowing them to withstand colder climatic conditions.
They produce a considerable weight of wool, grow to a big size, are
long in their bacls, have bold heads, and are very productiye- On
the semi-arable farms of the south of Scotland they are the maiastay
of farmiag, are oftel crosed by a Border Leicester agaia to produce
what are knowa es three-part-bred sheep. They are mostly reared
on low ground and are often fattened on the larms on which they
are bora.

The place of sheep therefore ia modern farmiag depeuds eutirely
or ttre class of laad we farm, its altitude and its suitability in otler
respects for carrying sheep. If oae lives in a fayoured district both
es regar& climate and market and desires to meet tfut martet, ooe
will urdoubtedly consider the early fat lamb trade. For this pur-
pose I do not thil.k aolthing can beat the HaU-bred ewe of Scotlald
whea crossed with a Sufiol.k or Orford ram. You have then in this
cross a mirture of Cheviot, Border Leicester and Sufioll< or Odord
blood. At the sarue tioe, I thinl that if a proportion of the lambs
are to be carried over beyond the fat lamb trade and to be carried to
t}re hogg or teg stage, one will be equally as well with an &ord tup.

If one desires to cross two pure bred sheep for this same purpose
I ttrink the best cross is the cross between a Dowa breed and the
Border Leicester. This can be used either way, but my own erperi-
eace has been that the better sheep as lambs have beeo got when the
ewe has been of the Sufioll breed. 

- 
The ewes are fully beiter mothers,

are better millers than the other breed. This Halr-bred cross is
your sheep on good rich land where there is an abuodance of grass.
fiey cannot be recommended fot poor soils. For land not so good
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as the land on which Half-breds will do the breed to use is the grey-
face which I have referred to as the progeny oI the Blaclface ewe
and the Border Leicester ram. You will also have equally good
results from the pure Cheviot ewe used with a Dowa breed, say the
Orford or the Sufioll. The grefaced sheep having a blend of the
mountai! Blaclface blood in their veins are not so heavy feeden
as the Half-bred sheep aud will therefore do on land hardly in the
same couditioa as that of your 6nest pastures. Half-bred ewes
are very prolific and with care they will rear some r75 per cent. o{
lambs. The lambs from the grefaced sheep are hardly so numerous,
but ttre mothers are good nurses and do well with what are born
producing a slighdy better mutton-at least it is considered so by
some-thaa tle HalJ-bred. It has beea considered by some that tle
risks il lambing have been greater when a tup of the Down breed
has been used thaa where othen have been the sire, but with ordinary
cere there is, to m7 mind, really nothing ia this.

If, however, the intention of the English farmer is to feed, rethcr
thaa breed, then he caa fiad from Scotland what he requires whether
it be for high or low ground. If he desires a hardT type to carry
through for some timc, to sdl as stores, he can always get a useful
selection of Blaclface sheep or Cheviot for slightly better pesture.
I do not see, however, what could be more profitable to an/one than
buying the Scottish hill ewes, cast at the usual ages, and putting them
on better pasture than they have been accustomed to aad rearing
two or three crops of lambs from them. Ior the really good feeding
ground the wether lambs from the Cheviot-Border Leicester cross

or those of the Blactface-Border Leiccster cross are unsurpassed.
One caulot too strongly inpress on those who inteud to pur-

chase sheep from a district where the focls are not too well Lnowa
to then, thrt care must be exercised and advice should be sought
from those who knortr thet area. As in every other country, we have
areas oot so good as othen, and we have areas because of their goodaess

that to remoye sheep from them to poor soils would be fatal.
In cooclusion, we canuot get away lrom the f.ct that the place

of sheep in modern farming was never so important as at the Present
time, for it has become nece$ar), to stocl large areas which lormerly
did not requhe to be stocted, each year, and to dispose oI the herbage
from this land successlully there is no better way than to gtaze it
witl sheep and sheep of the best Lind to yield the largest revenue
possible; as revenue ftom this lald, as arable, is aow unlnown.
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