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PREFACE
Tne purpose of the conference oo cultivatioo was to brius tosether
tarmers, implement-makers, tracror-makers and scieati6c iork"e.s to
hear ao accouqt of the,practice of spriqg cultivation io aifu."ot
p€rts ol the country. The papers were riad by farmers who are
themselves skilled cultivators, and the subsequeot questions and
discussious helped to bring out the facts and to clear^up uncertairr
poiuts. Cultivation is the most aocieat of the farmer,s ;rts, and it
has received less aid from science (apart f.o. 

"ngio"u.iol1 
iir"o-"oyof them. The purpose of the S;il physics 5"p""rn?,o,. ooa",

Dr B. A. Keen, is to obtaiu exact knowledgl of whai cultivatioo does
to rhe soil and so to change the old art int-o a science. Eishtv vear.
ago chemists changed thi arr of maouring iqto a scieoce" u;d' o..r_
d.uced. artifi_cial fertilizers; the gain to a[riculture *u, 

"oor*Lrr.whether physicisrs can do as msch for iultivatioo remains to be
seeo. But rhe whole history ofthe last ooe hundred years shows that
progress is rapid ouce science is really applied to aqv human activitv.
it will be surprising if science is ,o"bluio t 

"lp 
tf,"irfii""ti, 

-'ii"
first step is to get ;r the facts, and here our firmer friends can hJo
us; the rest is to try to explaio these facts aud so to discover th'e
underlying principles, and here our farmer frieods must have patience-
Uotil the scientific worker kqows his problem he canoot iolve it;
ooc€ a proce-ss can be explaioed some ingenious inventor finds an
easrer way ot doiDg it.

E. J. R.
Ottobcr t927. I
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